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SKETCH OF BENEVOLENT OPERATIONS IN 
i BEHALF OF SEAMEN.—NO. VII. 
THE SAILOR’s HOME. 

The subject of providing coop, 
BOARDING-Houses for seamen very 
early forced itself upon the attention 
of the benevolent who were laboring 
in this cause. However successful 
might be the Bethel prayer meetings 
and shipboard preaching in reforming 
and converting sailors, it was found 
that their usefulness was greatly par- 
alyzed by the deleterious influences 
connected with the boarding-houses, 
and other places of chief resort to 
this class of men in the large cities. 
Many were prevented by them from 
coming within the reach of religious 
efforts, and many more who had been 
in some degree impressed by such 
efforts, were in these places, seduced 
again to their former habits of dissi- 
pation and vice. 

LAND SHARKS. 


Few people not personally acquaint- | 


ed with maritime affairs, have any 
very correct idea of that genus of car- 
nivorous animals which sailors fami- 
liarly designate “land sharks,” a 
family undescribed by either Cuvier 
or Agassiz. They are the proprietors 
or agents of the boarding-houses, grog 
shops, gambling dens, and brothels, 


which are supported in great part by 
preying upon sailors. When a crew 
arrives in port, and are paid off, they. 
are surrounded by these pests, who 
by artifices in which they are adepts 
persuade the men to go with them to 
their haunts. There they are plied 
with liquor, their hard-earned wages 
are inveigled away under the pretense 
of safe keeping, or exhausted by 
charges for board, &c., ad libitum. 
Many of these houses are furnished 
with prostitutes of the lowest grade. 
Intemperance, licentiousness, profani- 
ty—every vice which ministers to the 
depraved passions of men flourishes 
here with hot-bed luxuriance. The 
sailor who enters them is kept till his 
money, and perhaps his clothing, is 
gone, and nothing more can be got out 
of him—then, diseased ih body and 
mind, he is turned into the street, or 
compelled at the will of the landlord 
to ship himself for another voyage 
while his advance wages are taken by 
his plunderers to add to their unholy 
gains. 

In one instance a vessel returning 
from a foreign voyage, with only six- 
teen hands on board, had, before they 
could get on shore, thirty-two tavern 
keepers of the lowest grade come on 
board, to solicit the sailors to go with 
them to their houses. In another 
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case, as a ship arrived from a success- 
ful whaling voyage, a landlord offered 
a gentleman fifty dollars and a new 
coat if he would persuade the crew to 
take up their abode in his house. The 
gentleman very properly refused, 
The landlord, however, induced most 
of the men to go with him. Ina few 
days nearly all had given him an order 
for their respective shares of the 
cargo, amounting to three hundred 
dollars each, and very few of them 
had anything to show for their eight- 
een months hard toil. It had been 
filched from them or squandered in 
consequence of drink. These are only 
samples of cases which might be ad- 
duced to any extent in illustration of 
these abuses. 

Of course it is not affirmed that all 
sailor boarding-houses are of this sort. 
At the present time there are proba- 
bly over two hundred in all in the 
city of New York, of which, perhaps, 
twenty or twenty-five are strictly tem- 
perate and respectable houses, or 
about 10 per cent. of the whole. It 
is supposed that the proportion is not 
greater in other sea ports of our coun- 
try, and is undoubtedly much less in 
those abroad. 

EFFORTS TO PROVIDE HOMES, 

It was to rescue seamen from the 
power of these landsharks that efforts 
to provide Sailor’s Homes were mainly 
undertaken. These efforts were nearly 
simultaneous in their beginning in this 
country andin England. In the latter, 
the ruins of the Brunswick Theater, 
at London, which had been destroyed 
by fire, were purchased, and a building 
erected thereon, which is still con- 
tinued as an excellent Sailor’s Home. 
It is known as “The Brunswick Mari- 
time Establishment,” Well-st., London 
Docks. 

The first successful movement of 
this kind in America was at Charles- 
ton, 8. C., during the ministry of Rey. 
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Joseph Brown, the efficient friend of 
The next was at Portland, 
and others followed successively at 
Boston, Baltimore, Providence, and 
Philadelphia. 

It was one of the objects distinctly 
contemplated in the organization of 
the American Seamen’s Friend Society 
to “promote boarding-houses of good 
character.” At first it was thought 
that this end might be secured by 
offering inducements to existing land- 
lords to remove their liquor bars and 
conduct their houses in a manner satis- 
factory to the friends of virtue. This, 
however, was soon found to be im- 
practicable. The gains of the old sys- 
tem were too great to be vounterba- 
lanced by any inducements which it 
was in the power of the Society to 
present, and it was found necessary to 
establish new houses under their ex- 
clusive control. At length the house, 
140 Cherry-street, was leased and 
opened, as heretofore stated, on the 
10th October, 1837, under the direc- 
tion of Capt. Roland Gelston. The suc- 
cess of this experiment was such that 
a second similar house was opened in 
November of the next year, in James 
Slip. The two houses were together 
capable of accommodating one hun- 
dred and twenty boarders. 


SAILOR’s HOME. 


The evident good results which fol- 
lowed from these houses prompted 
soon after to a much more considera- 
ble undertaking. For several years 
the project had been entertained of 
erecting a large building in which to 
establish the offices of all the associa- 
tions operating in behalf of seamen, 
and: some funds had been contributed 
for this purpose. The original plan 
was now modified so as to embrace 
only a boarding-house of ample dimen- 
sions. The money requisite for this 
purpose was raised chiefly in this city. 
The proprietor of a large printing- 
office generously bestowed $1,000, as 
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a thank offering, for the preservation 
of his establishment from fire, after a 
conflagration had broken out in it. 
Liberal sums were contributed by sey- 
eral of the leading merchants. A loan 


of $10,000 from the Mariner’s Fund. 


was procured from the State. The 
house was completed and ready for 
occupancy on the Ist of May, 1842. 

This edifice—the Sailor’s Home— 
occupies two lots of land in Cherry 
Street, being 50 feet in front and 175 
in depth. The main building is 50 
feet square,and the wing in the rear 
25 by 120 feet; the whole being five 
stories high above the basement. It 
contains the usual apartments of a 
hotel, and has accommodations for 
some 250 boarders. Besides these 
there is a reading-room well furnished 
with books and periodicals, and a 
chapel. The entire cost of the land, 
building and furniture was about 
$44,000. 

This establishment, under the ad- 
ministration of its excellent Superin- 
tendents, Capts. Gelston, Sayre, Rich- 
ardson and Tracy, has been instru- 
mental, under Providence, of accom- 
plishing all that was reasonably ex- 
pected of it. It has from the first had 
many difticulties to contend with. The 
jealousy and bitter hostility of the 
land sharks have been ever arrayed 
against it; in its early stages, threat- 
ening even physical violence against 
it and its inmates. The experiment 
being a new one,someé things have had 
to be learned by experience as to its 
most efficient and economical manage- 
ment. Still it has held on its way of 
usefulness and prosperity. The bless- 
ing of Heaven has ever rested upon 
it, and many it is believed have found 
it the gate of heaven to their souls. 

In their Annual Report for 1844, 
the Board say : 


“The number of boarders within the year ending 
the ist inst. is 4,114. Of these about ecight-tenths 
have attended the wéekly temperance mectings, 
and one-half the weekly prayer meetings held in 


the house. An average of one-third have attend 
ed at morning and evening family worship, while 
at least seven-tenths have frequented the house of 
God on the Sabbath. It has been a most pleasing 
sight on a Sabbath morning to see from one to 
two hundred ,all trim and steady, turn out to hear 
the Gospel preached. More than half of the board- 
ers have given the Sailor's Pledge to abstain en- 
tirely from the use of intoxicating liquors, and so 
far as we know, the pledge is almost invariably 
kept. Under such influences several of these men 
—how many the Lamb’s Book of Life wiil show— 
have become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
* * * * * 

“Qn being introduced into the Home the men 
find themselves at once in the midst of the best 
men of their own class. If slovenly in their per- 
sons, they are constrained to adopt habits of neate 
ness. If profane and vulgar, their improper lan- 
guage is at once rebuked. If heedless and reck- 
less, they soon learn to be provident and respect 
themselves. If intemperate, in a majority of in- 
stances, they have been reclaimed. Ifspendthrifts, . 
in many instances they have listened to good ad- 
vice and saved their money, either by supplying 
their own necessities, or sending it to comfort the 
heart of some loved mother or friend, or depositing. 
it in the Seaman’s Saving Bank. More than $650,- 
000 have been deposited in the saving banks in this 
city within the past year, and $14,997 sent to their 
friends, by these boarders at the Home. If care- 
less on the subject of the soul’s salvation, under 
the influence of the temperance and religious 
meetings, as they have heard one and another 
and another of their shipmates tell of their wan- 
derings from God, of their convictions for sin, of 
their deep distress turned into unspeakable joy on 
believing in Jesus, the tears have started down 
their weather-beaten cheeks, and, like the fisher- 
men sailors of the sea of Galilee ,they have straight- 
way left all and followed Christ. Others, awaken- 
ed by the conversation of a pious shipmate, or the 
Bible in their rooms, have knelt by. the couches 
furnished by the hand of female kindness, to con- 
fess their sins to God, and obtain pardon. Scores 
of living examples of temperance and godliness 
sufficiently illustrate the influence of the Home on 
its inmates,’ 


One interesting evidence of the use- 
fulness of this institution was found in 
its influence in diminishing crime in 
the city. The same report says: 


“The records of the Marine and Police Courts 
n this city furnish some eloquent facts on this sub- 
ject. In the former, suits against seamen for assault 
and battery have diminished at least two-thirds; 
while in the latter, prosecutions against them have 
diminished within a year or two at least fifty per 
cent. Cases of larceny or stealing, on their part, 
are of very rare occurrence. Within the year end- 
ing January Ist, 1844, 1,988 persons were brought 
before the police court for the crime of intoxication _ 
and not fifty of the whole number were sailors !— 
Onan average, not one sailor a week out of those 
here in a year, is brought before a court of justice 
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@harged with crime. A marvelous change when 
we consider their previous habita, and their multi- 
plied temptation to sin! A cheering compliment 
and arich reward to those who have expended 


their time and money to promote thé social and }$ 


moral improvement of séamen, for in ‘80 doing 
they have most effectually secured the géneral 
good.” 

Regular family dévotions are held 
daily at the Home, at which ali the 
boarders are invited to be present. A 
weekly prayer meeting and a weekly 
temperance meeting are also held, 
which are generally well attended. It 
is very interesting to observe the walls 
of the chapel hung with certificates 
of membership in the Marine Temper- 
ance Society, in neat gilt frames, be- 
Jonging to sailors who have there 
Bigned the temperance pledge, and 
gone to practice its principles amid the 
temptations of foreign ports. 

It has from the first been the de- 
wign of the Board to make the Home 
as far as possible a self sustaining in- 
stitution. Many sailors however come 
into port in utter destitution, having 
‘lost by shipwreck, or other casualty 
all their resources, It would not 
comport with the designs of the So- 
ciety, or with the demands of com- 
mon charity to turn these away from 
its doors. The pittance of a few 
‘days board, and perhaps an article or 
two of necessary clothing has been 
furnished in such cases, till they were 
able to procure anew shipment. The 
aggregate amounts thus furnished to 
sailors unable to pay for their accom- 
‘modations, has in some years, been 
large. The rent received for the use 
of the clothing store connected with 
the house, is appropriated to ‘this ob- 
ject, and now nearly equals it in 
amount, leaving as an actual cost to 
the Society, little but the repairs and 
other incidental expenses of the build- 
ing. 

The whole number of boarders in 
the houses under the care of the So- 
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| Giety, and the number of shipwrecked 


and destitute seamen who have re- 
YEAR. WHOLE NO. WREOKED & DEST. 
First house opened Oct. 10; 1837. 


1837-8 539 not reportd. 
1838-9 1761 do 
1839-40 not reported do 
1840-1 do do 
1841-2 do do 


; New Sailor's Home opened May }, 1842. 


; 1842-3 2978 not reported. 

» 1843-4 41i4 217 

; 1844-5 3916 550 
1845-6 3826 300 
1846-7 3419 not reported. 
1847-8 3663 do 
1848-9 3635 ado 
1849-50 2421 92 
1850-1 2525 105 
1851-2 3027 218 
1852-3 3069 200 
1853-4 3460 140 
1854-5 3800 98 
1855-6 3300 142 
1856-7 2940 159 
Total in $.H. 50,093 2221 


The number of boarders accommo- 
dated prior to the opening of the new 
sailor’s home was not far from 7,500. 
The whole number of shipwrecked 
and destitute assisted has probably 
been about 3,500. 

THE COLORED SAJLOR’s HOME. 
Since 1838, this Society has ‘also 
aided in the support of a Home for 
colored seamen, an institution which 
has done much for the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of that class. The 
number of boarders resorting thither 
has averaged about 200 per year. 

tt oo 
pe crins Pett 
BroTHer JonaTuan thus describes 
a steamboat: “Its a saw-mill on one 
side, and a grist-mill on t’other, anda 
blacksmith shop in the middle.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


REPORT OF REV. 0. HELLAND, 
Norwegian Missionary of the A, 8. F. 
and N. Y. Port Societies. 

The past two months of my labors 
have been very encouraging.~ The 
meetings held for the Pack of my 
countrymen have been well attended, 
and the presence of God’s Spirit has 
been manifest among them. I have 
reason to believe that a considerable 
number have passed from death unto 
life ; but I am accustomed to wait till 
such have had a voyage or two at sea, 
in order to test them before I report 
their conversion. 

It may be interesting to mention 
some instances which haye occurred. 
At one of the meetings a sailor rose 
and said, “I am a great sinner,—pray 
for me”—at the same time weeping 
bitterly. He continued to pray him- 


self for some time, and at the close of { 


the meeting declared his purpose to 
be another man. At another meeting 
a sailer was so distressed on account 
of his sins that, as he said, he felt that 
his heart must burst. He unbuttoned 
his ceat, 
threw back his head and at the top of 
his voice cried out “ God be merciful 
to me a sinner.” 


A Swedish sailor who had for a con- : 


siderable time been seriously inclined, 
rose with others for prayer. 
the meeting closed he came to the al- 
tar, knelt down and prayed for mercy 
till the sweat poured down his face. 
We united in prayer for him, and ere 
we parted he expressed a irembling 
hope that his sins were forgiven; an 


his conduct since then has encouraged | 


us to believe it a reality. 
I have received a number of inter- 


esting letters from seamen in the Nor- | 
wegian language, which mention not | 


only their own religious feelings, but 


their efforts to do good to others, Dur- | 


ing these two months I haye made 


seventy-five visits to sailor’s boarding- | 


houses and eleven to families, have 
conversed with some four hundred 


aud fifty persons on the subject of | 
’ mournful to walk over graveyards 


religion, and prayed with seyenty- 
seven. Books, magazines and tracts 
have been distributed as usual, I haye 


stretched out his arms, © 


After | 


preached on Sundays to the Norwe- 
gians and others, and attended some 
five meetings weekly besides. To Him 


-who loved us and washed us in his 


own blood be all the glory. 


Oxva Heyanp. 
Jan. 1, 1858, 


TSS ise 
HONG KONG. 
Letter from Rev. J. C. Beecher, Chaplain 


Hone Kona, Oct. 15, 1857. _ 
My new chapel is nearly finished 


. and will be dedicated one week from 


Sunday next. I shall as soon as pos- 
sible get some rooms fitted up on 
board,so that I can live there, and 
save the enormous rent and. taxes 
which I am gbliged to pay here. ' 

There are to-day one hundred and 
twenty-three ships, barks and brigs in 
the harbor, not counting the numer- 
ous “ lorchas,” most of which are un- 
der European officers. There are 
many more ships expected and nearly 
due, so that the harbor bids fair to be 
crowded this winter, and my field of 
labor almost boundless. May God 
give me grace to labor manfully in it. 

The war drags its slow length along, 
and only makes itself evident in the 
outrageous cost of fresh provisions, 
It is confidently announced, however. 
that by December 1, Canton will with- 
out fail be taken by the English forces, 
and the up-river Mandarin rule be 
overturned entirely. If such be the 
case there will ere long be a fall in 
prices. A Chinaman would sell his 
father for a dollar, even though he 
were to be eaten alive by his pur- 
chaser; and when Mandarin restric- 
tions are taken off, dollars will pur- 
chase every thing eatable, drinkable, 
or wearable. 

I am more and more disgusted with 
Chinese character eyery day. Ching 
is a moral Golgotha for sailors; and 
physical too. It is heart-sickening to 
see and hear from day to day the 
effects of vice and immorality, and 


where row after row of stoneless 


$ grayes tell how many friendless wan- 
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derers have fallen by the way, and 
laid their bones in a strange land. 

Mhe Chinese are a lying, thieving, 
licentious race, defiling every thing 
which comes in contact,;with them, de- 
ceiving from a natural instinct to de- 
ceive. Itaggravates me beyond mea- 
sure to see so much expended here to 
christianize the Chinese, while in the 
whole of India and China, so far as I 
know, (Shanghai excepted,) sailors, 
our own people, are all adrift, robbed, 
diseased, plundered, murdered by 
these miserable heathen. * * * 

My own labors have not been so 
satisfactory as I could wish. Having no 
chapel, my preaching has been incon- 
stant, and I have not feit my usual in- 
terest in it. My chief labor has been 
among the boarding-house keepers, 
and sailors ashore, nor do I despair of 
doing some good. My chapel finished, 
the next thing is a Sailor’s Home, 
which I am confident of‘ carrying out 
if I live two years. As soon as the 
present war is finished the price of 
building materials will decrease, and 
there are arrangements in progress 
which will afford a good site for the 
Home, and for a chapel on shore, 
which is the thing really needed here. 
The government will give the land, 
and will contribute largely to the 
building. Should this be the case I 
shall consider China my home for the 
rest of my life. There is a wider field 
here than I could find elsewhere, not 
for popularity, but for honest quiet 
work. And the climate and general 
course of things are such as to make 
this a most delightful residence. 

Believe me, as ever, 
Very truly yours, 


J. C. Bercuer. 


LAHAINA. 
Letter from Rev. S. E. Bishop, Chaplain, 


Lanarna, October 28th, 1857. 


Sept. 28. At the hospital to day, I 
had some conversation with a quiet, 
simple-hearted old negro, who has 
been here several months, and seems 
to be: failing fast in consumption. 
“ Well, Thomas, I am glad to see you 
able to stir about a little. I thought 
you would get up again from that 
attack of influenza, though you seemed 


very low last week. I hope you are 


. trusting your all on the Lord now.” 


“ Oh, yes, Sir, I have no other help. 
He is all I have to look to now.” 
“You love to pray to him, don’t you? 
You pray every day?” “Yes, Sir, I 
never miss that, morning or night.’ 
* Well, how do you pray? What sort 
of things do you ask for?” (Very 
seriously.) “I always ask God to 
have mercy upon me, and pardon all 
my sins and éransactions, and fit me for 
his heavenly kingdom.” Poor old 
man, not so gross thy mistake as the 
Pharisee’s! Better to seek pardon 
for all our transactions, than for none 
atall! Alas, how few even of our 
best, for which we stand in no need of 
mercy ! 

This hospital is a pleasant place. 
The deep rich grass, the’ curtaining 
foliage of the spreading kukui trees, 
the gravelled area, and the cheerful 
airy wards, combine to make it an at- 
tractive asylum for the mariner, who 
lands here broken down with scurvy, 
rheumatism, or consumption, the three 
principal maladies to which they are 
subject, excepting only one other un- 
fit to be named. 

Oct. 3. Boarded six ships this P- 
M., lying in the roadstead, distributed 
papers and tracts and invited the men . 
to come to the Bethel to-morrow. 
Was cordially received by most, and 
sought to leave none without an im- 
pressive word for God and to their 
souls. On the “ Japan,” found several 
reading their letters, just, received. 
One boat-steerer showed me_ his, 
which was from young P., whose case 
interested me so much last year, and 
who went home atthat time. He has 
been doing well. Another man, perch- 
ed on a cask, reading a letter, very 
nervously declined receiving a paper or 
tract, but finally accepted a “ Friend,” 
which contained a handsome engray- 
ing of the Honolulu Sailor’s Home. 

Oct. 16th. Had a deeply interesting 
though painful interview with a poor 
young fellow at the hospital, who is 
sick and sad, without home, destitute, 
feeble and mortally diseased. Oh! 
what a precious friend would poor V. 
find the Savior in such need as his; I 
tried to convey some knowledge of 
Jesus to his ignorant, but apparently 
willing mind. He has suffered much 
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and is greatly depressed—told me he 
was almost resolved to kill himself— 
but promised not to entertain such 
suggestions of Satan any more, but to 
pray and read the Testament I gave 

im. 

Listened with pain to the story of 
two other patients just landed, of the 
habitual and gross barbarity with 
which their captaintreated them while 
sick, and of the manner in which his 
continued brutality caused the death 
of another sick man a few days ago. 
I was inclined to discredit their ac- 
counts, but further inquiries of relia- 
ble persons confirm them fully. How 
can 2 man so “smile, and smile, and 
be a villain?’ Four patients from 
another ship at the same time spoke 
in the kindest manner of their captain 
and officers. There are many noble, 
kind, fatherly masters. There are five 
French whalers in port. The streets 
resound with the lively voices and 
songs of their crews. Several have 
obtained: of me books and Bibles in 
their language. 

This reminds me in what esteem the 
Empress Eugenie deserves to be held 
by Polar whalemen. The “bone” 
they obtain in such quantities, and 
which bristles over all their lower 
rigging as they lie in port, was till 
lately worth but 40 cts. per lb.. But 
one evening the Empress expands her 
flounces with light hoops. Hoops 
thenceforward encircle all ladies who 
follow the mode—whalebone rises to 
$1 50 per 1b., and the whalemen’s 
fortune ismade. Wonder if they will 
not make Eugenie patron goddess, and 
build a temple out of “slabs” to her 
honor! 

Oct. 19th. The fall fleet are rapidly 

dropping in. Twenty-two lie at an- 
chor to-day. The average catch is 
better than last year’s, making, with 
the increased value of bone, a very 
prosperous season. Two ships have 
been reported as lost. Both were 
struck by ice and sunk immediately, 
one with her pots boiling. Captain S., 
of the latter, heard last Spring of a 
beloved wife’s death, and now loses 
his ship. He has arrived here, and 
seems broken down in spirits and in 
health. 

Oct. 21st. _A call from a young sea- 


man, T. A. P. I will give his story as | 


_ here. 


a specimen ef the characters afloat 
He said he had kind parents, a 
church-going mother, and a pious old 
grandmother, who used to have him 
read the Bible with her. He had 
been wild and left home for the sea 
three years ago, since when he had 
not heard from home, Last Spring he 
deserted at Ascension. His ship sailed 
and returned again in a fortnight, hop- 
ing to find him emerged from his con- 
cealment in the mountain. Meantime 
a Missionary had talked with him, 
giving him much and good advice, 
especially recommending him not to 
remain there, but return to his ship, 
promising to intercede with the Cap- 
tainfor him. He followed his advice, 
and the Captain merely confined him 
for two or three days, which forbear- 
ance he repaid by soon after deserting 
again at the Bonin Island. The Cap- 
tain returned twice to get him, having 
offered a reward of ten dollars and a 
barrel of rum, but in vain. He re- 
mained in the mountain three weeks, 
until the coast was entirely clear, sub- 
sisting on wild cabbage, and glad of 
even a raw potato. “Why did you 
take such pains to leave your ship? 
What was your ground of complaint ?” 
“JT had none at all. The fact is, the 
captain ought to have flogged me at 
Ascension, and then I should not have 
deserted again.” “How so?” “Why 
if he had only flogged me well, and 
talked tome ina fatherly way I should 
have liked him, and wanted to stay 
with him.” I give his own language, 
expressing no opinion as to the cor- — 
rectness of his views. 

He wanted advice about staying 
here, having had offers, he said. I 
positively advised him not to stay a 
week, if he did not wish to become 
abandoned to vicious and degraded 
habits. He was weak in principle, 
and must go where he could have good 
company, which he could not have 
here. I think my advice decided his 
course, as (Oct. 27th) he has gone in 
the ship. Truly yours, 

S. E. Bisuor, Chaplain. 


- 


NORWAY. 
Letter from Mr. F. L. Rymker, Miss.’y. 
(Mr. Rymker is the Missionary and 
Colporteur recently appointed by this 


ry 
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Society to labor in Norway. He has 
also an appointment from the Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society. His 
residence will chiefly be at Christiana. ) 


Sxren, Oct. 29, 1857. 


Dear Breruren—I have been in 
this field since September 22, and 
have learned a little about the state 
of things here. First, 1am happy to 
tell you that the signs of the times 
show us plainly that the Lord is visit- 
ing this country in mercy, and that no 
less among seamen than among those 
on the land. As far as I can learn 
there is a general moving among the 
dead bones all over the land, north, 
south, east and west. My _ labors 
hitherto have not been confined to any 
place or class of people, but I have 
gone just where the Lord directed 
me. WhenI look over my accounts 
I find that among twenty-seven fami- 
lies, where the man or wife, and in 
some cases four or five children, were 
converted, thirteen are families of 
seamen. So you see that though my 
labor is not wholly among seamen, I 
am able to do something in their be- 
half. 

I have conversed with many sailors 
on shipboard. and on shore, and have 
found but one who would not take a 
tract from me, When Christians will 
do their duty by them something can 
be done for seamen, but they are en- 
tirely neglected here. 

I wish you-would send me some 
Danish tracts and books for distribu- 
tion and sale; also the Sailor’s Maga- 
zine, which you may direct to the care 
of H. Lieungh, No. 1 Rrogaden, in 
Christiana. 

I expect to stay in C. hereafter, if 
the Lord will, and make missionary 
tours from there as far west as_possi- 
ble. In the eastern ports our Meth- 
odist brethren labor with much suc- 
cess. They have just been building a 
neat little meeting-house in Frederik- 
sthal,and started a meeting there. The 
missionaries are sailors,a Norwegian 
and a Dane, converted in America. 

One thing is very necessary, that I 
have a room wherein to hold meetings 
for preaching. Such a room in Christ- 
iana will cost about $100 yearly. I 
don’t see how we may get this sum, 
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but I know that the Lord can give it 


. when he sees fit. 


By the grace of God, I am 
Your brother in Christ, 


F. L. RyMKeEr. 


——_—_—_ se. 


MARSEILLES. 


Letter from Rev. M. J. Mayers, Chaplain. 


Marsritiss, Nov. 19th, 1857. 


Since I last had the pleasure of writ- 
ing to you I have entered into two 
arrangements which will afford you 
satisfaction to learn. You may re- 
member that, during the Crimean 
war, I had an assistant, a lay Scripture 
Reader, Mr. Arthur Canney. This 
gentleman has lately been ordained, 
and, within the last month, I have re- 
engaged him to work chiefly among 
the seamen, my own strength being 
He has a weekly public 
service, extempore prayers and ex- 
hortations of God’s word at the Sail- 
or’s Home, beside visiting the ships. 
Last Wednesday he had seventeen 
American seamen, inmates of the 
Home, as hearers. I have repeatedly 
stated that the home is chiefly filled 
by American seamen. Your consul 
sends all his men there, and finding 
now the place too strait, I am having 
it enlarged at this very time,so that 
in two or three weeks we shall be 
able to accommodate more than dou- 
ble the number of our present board- 
ers. 

Before I go on to another topic, I 
may here mention that among the sea- 
men there is one named L., from Bos- 
ton, who appears a most respectable 
person, and gives me satisfaction. He 
is a Baptist ; has attended the minis- 
try of Mr. Stowe, by whom his family 
in Boston—his brothers and sisters 
keeping a shop in Hanover street—are 
well known. He came here from 
India, and had long neglected, as is 
the case with most seamen, the inter- 
ests of his soul and his eternal peace. 
His stay at our Home has revived 
early impressions, which, through the 
power of God’s grace, will, I hope, 
be of a permanent blessing to him. 

What a comfort it is to your seamen 
constantly in the hospital to be visited 
by a Christian minister and to receive 
the consolations of the blessed gospel 
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in times of the greatest need, and 
when likely to be most blessed and 
made effectual. We have about fifteen 
American ships, of large burden, now 
in port; lately we had twenty-two. 
Among the captains I have found but 
one who is a God-fearing man and 
who loves the Savior. I speak of Capt. 
S. of the “ Pursuit,” of Baltimore. 
The ship is now on its way to your 
city, and perhaps some of your people 
may come across Capt. S. He was, 
with his son,a regular attendant on 
my ministry, and is otherwise a most 
respectable and well-conducted man, 
Believe me, ever yours faithfully, 
M. Joun Mayers. 
e 


HAVRE. 
Letter from Rev. E. N. Sawtell, Chaplain. 


Havre, Sept. 29th, 1857. 
THE REMEDY! THE REMEDY! 


What can be done to reform, or ra- 
ther to remodel our entire system of 
maritime service 7—I mean that mo- 
tive power, or moral machinery com- 
posed of flesh and blood and the souls 
of men employed in commerce, in na- 
vigating the seas ? Can any means be 
devised by which the whole thing can 
be elevated, and placed upon a new 
and nobler basis, more worthy of a 
great christian nation, and more in ac- 
cordance with the amazing increase of 
our commerce and our national wealth? 
Yes, much may be done if the public 
mind can be duly awakened to the subject. 
But at this very point a chill seizes me, 
and the yery ink seems to congeal in 
my pen. Here my faith staggers, and 
the cause looks hopeless. I am notso 
vain as to suppose, that in any sugges- 
tions [ may make on the subject, I 
shall hit the exact thing to be done,— 
by no means; but one thought may 
lead to another, and that to.a third, 
and so on till the right ball be touch- 
ed—then let it be set rolling. Hence, 
“he that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream.” 


EDUCATION NECESSARY. 


Of all nations upon the earth, our 
great American Union should be the 
most thoroughly awake to the proper 
education of the masses, Their moral, 
religious, and intellectual culture 
should be an object toward which the 


whole national heart should warmly 
beat; for among the masses will be. 
found many pearls of great price, 
which, if left to grow in the mire, will 
ere long, become the very swine that 
will turn and rend the nation. 

It is, to be sure, not a little gratify- 
ing to notice, that within the last quar- 
ter of a century, this subject has taken 
a deeper and firmer hold than former- 
ly upon the public mind: many and 
able have been the advocates of so 
adapting our school system to the 
wants of the country, that no class of 
men should be excluded. Hence our 
Normal and Polytechnic schools, our 
Farmer’s Colleges and Mechanic’s In- 
stitutes, with other kindred institu- 
tions, serve as an index of the public 
sentiment, and an implied acknow- 
ledgment that all classes of men what- 
ever be their calling, need some kind 
of mental and moral culture, to qua-~ 
lify them for the proper discharge of 
their respective duties. 

Yet, strange as it may appear, while 
every other department of human en- 
terprise has been thought of, and to 
some extent provided for, no one 
seems ever to have thought ofa school, 
or the establishment of any institution 
into which boys could be gathered, 
educated, and properly trained for that 
most responsible and perilous of all 
departments of labor—the navigating 
safely across the seas of our noble ships, 
freighted with the nation’s wealth, and tens 
of thousands of lives more precious than 
gold.* How marvellously strange this 
strikes the mind. A great commer- 
cial christian nation, with five millions 
of tonnage of ships, employing jive hun- 
dred thousand men to work them—and 
yet no system of schools—no well 
digested plan for educating and quali- 
fying this ever increasing army, for 
their unique and hazardous work !— 
Nor is our wonder at all lessened, 
when we reflect, that of all professions 
and classes of men, none are so per- 


* Since writing this letter, I have received the 
September number of the Sailor’s Magazine, in 
which I find, to my great surprise and joy, that 
Rev, Wm. B. Yates, of Charleston, 8. C., many 
years ago, threw out a suggestion of a ‘“ SOHOOL- 
SuIP,”—(the first hint or intimation I have ever 
seen on the subject,) and that Baltimore is actually 
beginning a school on that plan. The Lord bless 
Baltimore, and make her an example to all other 
commercial cities in our land. I shall use my pen 
in future on this subject more hopefully, and with 
increased faith. 
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fectly cut off from all means of im- 
provement, intellectual and moral, 
after entering upon their calling as 
sailors. Farmers and mechanics, ar- 
tists and artisans may enjoy the sweets 
of home, the elevating and refining 
influences of mothers and sisters, to- 
gether with Sabbaths and sanctuary 
privileges, concerts and lectures, and 
a thousand other things well adapt- 
ed to their moral, intellectual and re- 
ligious improvement; but the sailor, 
from the moment he enters the fore- 
castle, becomes severed from all these 
holy, magnetic influences. Hence, if 
they are ever brought to bear upon 
his moral and intellectual nature, how 
assiduously and vigorously should they 
be applied in early boyhood, before all 
that is tender and wax-like in his na- 
ture be transmuted into marble. Not 
only so, but from the very nature of 
their employment, so hazardous, so 
fearfully responsible, requiring often 
such wisdom, skill and ingenuity in 
sudden and unforeseen emergencies, 
one might have supposed, that instead 
of being the last, sailors would have 
been the very jirst class of men in the 
nation to attract the attention of 
statesmen and phiianthropists, not to 
say christians, as their advocates, fora 
proper and early education ; and espe- 
cially when we reflect upon the addi- 
tional fact, that sailors are a kind of 
embodiment of our national character, 
sent to all parts of the civilized world, 
as samples of our manners, refinement, 
religion, our social habits, moral and 
intellectual culture—just as our ships 
are taken as an index of our taste and 
skill in naval architecture. But how 
sad to reflect, that the entire energy, 
skill and wealth of our great and grow- 
ing nation, so far as commerce is con- 
cerned, have hitherto been expended 
upon the ships, attracting the admira- 
tion of the world, by converting them 
into floating palaces, while the men, 
working these ships, bearing the image 
of God their Maker, and destined to 
live, when “there shall be no more 
sea,” have been so utterly disregarded, 
so neglected and uncared for, as to be- 
come a hissing and a by-word of re- 
proach among all people and nations. 
Millions have been expended in adorn- 
ing and fitting up the cabins with every 
possible luxury, exhibiting taste and 
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refinement, while the forecastle has 
been left to become the very cesspool, 
receiving the refuse and filth of all the 
nations under heayen. This ought 
not to be so. 

And in reply to the question, 


WHAT CAN BE DONE 


to purify and cleanse the forecastle’ 
and elevate the sailor? My:own mind 
has been led to the following reflec- 
tions and conclusions. 

1, That no remedy whatever can 
reach or correct the evils of which we 
complain, that does not embrace in its 
far-reaching plans, the establishment 
and endowment of maritime schools, for 
the special purpose of properly educa- 
ting and training boys for this already 
vast and ever-increasing field of hu- 
man enterprise ; and no longer depend 
upon the schools of vice, to debase and 
demoralize a sufficient number of 
youth to man our ships. 

2. That these schools to answer 
their legitimate end, should be establish- 
ed on the very element on which sailors 
live, move, and have their being. 

Perhaps I can not convey my ideas 
to the minds of your readers more 
clearly, than to make the following 
supposition. 

Take old Massachusetts, whose en- 
lightened views and far-reaching legis- 
lative acts on the subject of education 
and reform, have in many respects 
been considered as models: and sup- 
pose when legislating for that noble 
Institution, the Reform School at 
Westfield, they had enlarged their 
plans, divided or doubled their appro- 
priations; and instead of one, estab- 
lished two schools upon the same prin- 
ciple, to be under the same strict dis- 
cipline, the same moral and religious 
instruction, only that one should be 
established on the land, the other on 
the sea. Then, as the little urchins 
were caught about the streets, or in 
any part of the State, and found to be 
lawful candidates for the Reform 
School, give them a choice—put the 
question to them: “ Will you be edu- 
cated and trained for the land or the 
sea service? —which do you prefer?” 
and those whose inclinations and in- 
stincts were all. amphibious, send on 
board the floating school, and let them 
be trained and educated Sartors. But 
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by no means limit the school to that 
class-of pupils, but let its doors be 
wide open to all boys who have an 
inkling for the sea; and let the school 
be of such character that no parent 
could object, or hesitate for a moment 
in placing his son under its wholesome 
laws, and its moral and religious in- 
structions. 

And when Massachusetts shall have 
set the example, let every maritime 
State in the Union follow. New York 
should have a half dozen such schools ; 
and in the present depressed state of 
commerce, with so many ships -lying 
idle in the harbor, why not make the 
experiment? Who among the New 
York merchants will offer the first 
ship, and have it fitted up for such a 
noble enterprize? Are there not a 
few more Grinnells and Coopers, who 
will lead off in such a work? Would 
not the Legislatures of many of the 
States make appropriations for such an 
object, if it were properly presented 
to them? There can hardly be a 
doubt, if a sufficient amount of public 
interest can be awakened on the sub- 
ject. But in case of such appropria- 
tions let christians be vigilant, and see 
to it that they are not made under 
such restrictions as to exclude the 
great moral and religious element so 
absolutely needed in training youth 
for any profession, but especially for 
the seas. I haye not one particle of 
confidence in any system of education 
or reform that dces not recognize in 
its theory, and practically embrace in 
its teachings, and in all. its moral and 
intellectual instruction 


THE WORD OF GOD, 


as the only rule of faith and practice— 
and to be received too, in ail its rich- 
ness and fullness, its purity and subli- 
mity, unmixed and unadulterated by 
any of the modern nostrums of the 
day, come from what source they may, 
from common or wacommon sense ; 
from white-washed pelagianism, or 
semi-infidelity. Let the Bible, the 
book of books, stand forth in its native 
strength, and speak for itself, with all 
its sharp evangelical corners, just as 
God has given it, and just as our old 
Puritan fathers received and taught it. 
The importance of this has often been 
most strikingly illustrated here in 


Havre.- In the hospital, I pass from 
cot to cot, feeling the moral pulse, 
probing the conscience, trying to grope 
my way through the dark passage of 
the understanding to the heart. 0, 
what dreary arid deserts! Stumbling 
over dead men’s bones, and the bones 
of all the saints in the calendar, till I . 
come to one of the real old fashioned 
sons of New Hngland, reared in some 
secluded spot in the mountains of New 
Hampshire or Vermont, but where 
the Bible and the New England Pri- 
mer had found their way, and where 
a pious mother had taught him, while 
lying in her arms to lisp out an answer 
to the question—“ What is the chief end 
of man?—and there I find an under- 
standing more enlightened, a con- 
science more quickened, and a soil 
better prepared for the seed of the 
kingdom, than can be found under the 
teachings and vagaries of all the vir- 
gins that have lived and dreamed 
from the days of Mary the first, down 
to Catherine the last. ‘ares may 
have sprung up, but wheat from the . 
Lord’s garner could be clearly distin- 
guished, sown there by a mother’s 
hand, watered by a mother’s tears, 
preserved and vegetating by the spirit 
of God, in answer to a mother’s pray- 
ers. Let these schools therefore be 
officered by, and be in charge and un- 
der the control of evangelical christian 
men. Without this, their education 
would but increase the power of evil. 
Shut out from these floating schools 
the blessed Bible, with its heart- 
searching, evangelical teachings, and 
you may at once begin “ to lighten 
the ship, cast out the wheat into the 
sea, take up her anchors, loose her 
rudder bands, hoist up the main-sail 
to the wind,-and let her drive,” for 
destruction and misery are in her path, 
and the way of safety and peace she 
cannot know. : 

As to all the details in conducting 
such schools, I leave them to wiser 
and more experienced heads. I do 
however anticipate 


OBJECTIONS, 


and among them, perhaps the most 
serious will be, that of the expenses of 
keeping up such schools. Reform 
Schools on land, are to some ext ent, 
self-supporting schools. 
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But. could not these floating schools 
be placed upon such a footing, and be 
conducted upon such a system, as 
prcally to diminish expenses 2? The 

oys would of course be taught. to 
make, wash, and mend their own 
clothes, and do their own cooking; 
and many other kinds of handicraft 
would no doubt be thought of, which 
might greatly aid in lessening the ex- 
pense. In the winter season, they 
could float off to the sunny South, an- 
chor in some safe harbor, and thereby 
make a saving in fuel—and if provided 
with Collins’ axes, they could spend a 
week’s holiday in the beautiful pine 
woods of North Carolina, Georgia or 
Florida, where the rich pines lie so 
thick upon the ground, that the own- 
ers would be thankful to have them 
out of the way—and while it might 
not be a profitable business for mer- 
chants in Boston or New York to char- 
ter a ship, and hire men to cut and 
split that wood for a northern market, 
it might afford a very profitable and 
_ pleasant pastime to 200 boys at school, 
each of whom might lay his two cords 
of wood on the wharf of either of those 
cities, with no other expense or incon- 
venience than that of giving a jubilee 
to the boys.- Another pleasant and 
not unprofitable holiday could be spent 
on the Banks of Newfoundland, catch-_ 
ing fish. But TI will not enlarge, others 
may think of far wiser and more lucra- 
tive plans. Let us on the other hand 
look at some of the many 

ADVANTAGES 
that would accrue from the organiza- 
tion of such schools. 

1. The boys in these schools would 
receive an early mental discipline, ex- 
actly suited to their profession; they 
would become accustomed to regular 
habits, and acquire a just appreciation 
of law and order—two words that have 
become almost obsolete, in our fast 
age and progressive country. 

2. They would acquire habits of 
cleanliness, which Wesley said, “ was 
next to Godliness,” and which at pre- 
sent is so wofully neglected by our 
sailors, as to be a disgrace to the na- 
tion. Sailors will never learn to res- 
pect themselves or anybody else, so 
long as they are allowed to go ragged 
and filthy both on the ship and on 
shore. 
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3. They would receive that mora, 
and religious training, and that Biblical 
instruction, which more than all other 
classes and professions the sailor needs, 
for the reason before stated, that 
after entering upon his work, he be- 
comes in a measure, severed from God’s 
appointed means. 

4, Such schools would furnish em- 
ployment for many of our good pious — 
sea captains, some of whom have been 
driven from the sea by the terrible 
wickedness of their compeers, and who 
with their pious wives, would like just 
such Jabors of love, and be pre-emi- 
nently qualified for their work. There 
are other teachers also, male and fe- 
male, who have become worn out, 
whose lives and usefulness would be 
prolonged by a transfer from land- 
schools to those floating upon salt wa- 
ter. Also, worn out pastors, whose 
strength and vigor would revive by be- 
coming chaplains and religious teach- 
ers in these floating schools, And in 
most cases, we should hope that com- 
manders, officers, chaplains and teach- 
ers, would not only be married men, 
but have their wives with them—for 
next to the Bible, I should consider 
the importance of securing in these 
schools, the gentle, softening, elevat- 
ing, and refining influences of godly 
women. The absence of that influ- 
ence is one of the banes of commerce. 

5, Though last, not least, such 
schools would be the means of saving 
thousands and tens of thousands of our 
youth throughout the country, sons of 
wealthy, respectable families, and of 
widows, who have an inkling for the 
sea, or have become wild and intract- 
able, at home. These parents refuse 
their consent to a seafaring life, be- 
cause of the desperate character of 
sailors, until at length these reckless 
boys run away, plunge into the fore- 
castle, and are lost to their parents 
and to the world; when if these float- 
ing schools were established upon a 
truly moral and religious basis, under 
the control and guidance of good reli- 
gious men, the anxious mother would 
pack her son’s chest, and send him on 
board with a glad and hopeful heart. 
Hence, these schools would become as 
nets or life-boats, to catch and save 
alive, the wild and reckless youth of 
our country, that are now rushing . 
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headlong to destruction—or, like the 

cities of refuge in Israe], into which 

they could run and be saved. 
‘SELF-INTEREST REQUIRES IT. 


_Now, if self-interest were not so 
blind, so short-sighted, we might hope, 
that from mere motives of economy 
these schools would be at once estab- 
lished and liberally endowed. 

Let us look at a few facts, and then 
make our calculations. The New York 
Courier and Enquirer says: “ During 
the seven months of the present year, 
the American vessels lost, number 386. 
Total value is $10,943,200.” In the 
Sea Bird, under the head of Marine 
Losses, is the following :—“ The loss 
by Marine Insurance Companies in 
1856, was estimated at $26,000,000— 
two-thirds of this amount fell upon 
New York City.” Now, contrast the 
above With the following, clipped from 
the Christian Observer :—‘ Of the 130 
vessels sent out from the United States 
to Liberia, by the Colonization Society 
since 1820, all have arrived safe, with- 
out having to make any claim on the 


Insurance Offices for damages.” Here | 


are facts for New York merchants and 
Insurance Companies to look at, “and 
inwardly digest.” Can this startling 
contrast be rationally accounted for? 
Nothing is more easy—nothing more 
legitimate or philosophical. The Colo- 
nization Society, with a duly enlight- 
ened conscience, feeling a proper de 

gree of responsibility to God and to 
the world, for the precious lives com- 
mitted to their trust, and remember- 
ing also, that they were handling cha- 
rity funds, exercised great care and 
vigilance in selecting wise, prudent, 
sober, discreet, well-trained, and con- 
scientious men, masters, officers and 
crews, to navigate their ships to Libe- 
ria. That is the whole secret. In a 
word, they employed just such men 
as ‘we propose to educate and train up 
in these floating schools. And the 
proposition we make to New York 
merchants and Insurance Companies, 
is this,—instead of sinking twenty-six 
millions of dollars annually in the seas, 
in consequence of haying to employ 
worthless, drunken, inexperienced 
men, let them just take a small part 
of that sum, say a twentieth, and be- 
gin the establishment of these floating 
schools, and thus educate and train up 
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a class of men, who will navigate their 
ships safely ; and in a few years, they 
will find their twenty-six millions 
gradually returning to their pockets. 
We may therefore strongly urge the 
claims of these schools upon the sim- 
ple ground of economy,—and there 
surely can be found in Wall Street, 
men ‘sufficiently versed in figures, to 


cipher this out. 


But there is atiother ground—ano- 
ther law of our nature, that we might 
hope to bring to our aid in pleading 
this cause, were we writing upon any 
other subject. 


OUR NATIONAL PRIDE REQUIRES IT. 


We are proud of our wide domain, 
our inland seas, noble rivers, bound- 
less prairies, inexhaustible soil and 
mineral resources; yea, proud of our 
navy and naval ships; aye, and our 
merchant ships too. Yes, we look 
with an eye of proud self-complacence 
upon everything over which our natio- 
nal flag floats, till we come down into 
the forecastle, and belold therea nest 
of filthy, squalid bipeds, covered with 
dirt and rags, from whom the stranger 
turns away with loathing, and sarcas- 
tically inquires, “ whether these area 
specimen of American citizens?” 0, 
how it makes the true American blush 
for his country! And methinks, our 
very flag, had it but the instincts of 
life, would wrap itself tight around 
the mast, and refuse to let her stripes 
and stars be seen, till something be 
done to lift the sailor from the level of 
the brute into something that approxi- 
mates a rational, civilized being. 

Why should we not, as a christian 
nation, feel as much pride in the intel- 
ligence, virtue, refinement, and noble 
bearing of our sailors, who work the 
ship, as we do in the ship itself ? 

- Where is the ship-master that would 
not at once be. displaced, as unfit to 
command, were he to enter port with 
his ship all covered with filth and dirt, 
and everything helter skelter about 
the deck? Yet, this is invariably the 
condition of his crew when they enter 
port, while they are in it, and when 
they leave it. 

Again, why is it, that we as a peo- 
ple, emphatically commercial and 
peaceful, take such an interest in the 
character and respectability of the men 
connected with our naval service, while 
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those employed in our merchant ser- 
vice, numbering fifty to one of the 
former, and on whom our national 
prosperity and wealth more directly 
depend, and whose influence for good 
or for evil, is more widely diffused— 
why is it, I ask, that these 500,000 
citizens, in our peaceful merchant ser- 
vice, fail to excite any general interest 
or any laudable pride for their appear- 
‘ance or well-being, either at home or 
abroad? Is there not here a radical 
error, or something worse, that needs 
to be looked after and corrected ? 


IN CONCLUSION, 


I wish to make one or two suggestions, 
and I will do it in the shape of ques- 
tions. 

First. Could not crews be shipped 
upon such terms or conditions, as to 
be as perfectly under the control and di- 
rection of the masters and officers while 
in port, as when at sea? Many and 
great would be the blessings following 
such a system: and I suggest this as 
one of the important means of reform. 
It is a question that has recently been 
put to me several times by a wealthy 
shipping merchant of this city, and 
under very interesting circumstances. 
In the improvements going on in 
Hayre, the old Banking-house of 
France, an enormous building, standing 
just where a sailor’s boarding-house 
ought to stand, is thrown into market. 
This christian gentleman, who is deep- 
ly interested in the improvement of 
sailors, has his eye upon it for that 
purpose—hence his repeated questions 
tome: Whether, in case of his fitting 
it up as a first-rate respectable board- 
ing-house, with libraries, reading- 
rooms, &c., our American ship-masters 
could so control the sailors, as to se- 
cure their patronage? O, if such a 
thing could be done, how many would 
be saved from prison, and from an un- 
timely ignominious death ! 

Second. Is it not desirable, and 
would it not be practicable for the mer- 
chants of our large commercial cities, 
to adopt some simple rules, requiring a 
uniform dress for our sailors? If they 
had but a decent dress to put on, when 
in foreign ports, it would do much to 
give them a sense of self-respect. 

They often make their filth and 
rags an excuse for not coming to cha- 


pel, and their slovenly, rowdy-like 
appearance, is certainly a reproach to 
any people. I do not suppose it pos- 
sible, nor may it be desirable to nation- 
alize any one style of uniform for sai- 
lors: but let each city, like independ- 
ent militia companies, adopt their 
own rules, and designate their own 
style of dress; and all the better, if 
some kind of emulation could be ex- - 
cited between the different cities, as 
to which turned out the finest sailors, 
with the neatest and most becoming 
and appropriate uniforms. Then, as 
we beheld them in a foreign port like 
this, passing through the streets, we _ 
could recognize them:—“ There goes 
a Boston blue, there a New York 
gray, and there a Philadelphia drab.” 
Aye, and as they crowd into the cha- 
pel, and divide off in companies, a Bos- 
ton crew filling up this corner ; a Bal- 
timore crew entering that door, and 
taking the middle block, Charleston 
and New Orleans crews coming in by 
another door, and filling the entire 
house—all known and recognized by 
their respective uniforms—all educat- 
ed and trained in the new floating 
schools, so thoroughly disciplined that 
their very step is like the tread of a 
soldier—all so neat, so clean, and what 
is more, so well taught in the Scrip- 
tures, that the chaplain rises with tears 
of joy, full of hope and faith, and scat- 
ters broad-cast the seed of the king- 
dom, in the full assurance that much 
of it is falling upon good ground, that 
will spring up, and bear fruit to the 
praise and glory of God’s grace—then 
would chaplains begin to reap a harvest 
and report to the Society such rich 
blessings upon their labors, as clearly 
to indicate the dawn of a better day, 
even that day, “ when the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted to God.” 
A few Sabbaths ago, the chapel was 
quite filled with English sailors, a ho- 
mogeneous set, all neatly clad in uni- 
form dress, with clean, wide and open 
collars, thrown back over the shoul- 
ders. With their brawny hands they 
seized the Bible and Hymn-book, join- 
ed heartily in the singing, followed 
the reading of the Scriptures, listened 
with intense interest to the sermon, 
while the big tears would occasionally 
course down their sun-burnt cheeks ; 
and at the close of the service, as they 
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with slow and measured step, with- 
drew from the house, an American 
captain said to me, as I descended from 
the pulpit, “What would I not give 
to select a crew for my ship out of the 
sailor’s you had here to-night.” Yes, 
no matter what may be the character 
of a ship-master, or what may be his 
infidel principles, when he wants a 
good crew for his ship, he will at any 
time give a premium for such sailors 
as haye the fear of God before their 
eyes, and the love of God in their 
hearts. And why may we not have 
such sailors to man our ships? Where 
does the biame lie? Who will be 
found responsible when the sea shall 
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give up its dead? For one, I am anx- 
ious, the Lord being my helper, to 
clear my own skirts of blood; and let 
every man connected with our com- 
merce, look to his own garments in 
this matter. If no change, no improve- 
ment, no reform can*be expected,—I- 
beg to be recalled, and transferred to 
another field. If all these terrible 
vices, cruelties, and brutal murders; _ 
all this low vulgarity, ignorance and 
wretchedness, are to be considered in- 
seperable to the business, a part and 
parcel of commerce, then God speed 
the day, when “there shall be no 
more sea.” 
i. N. Sawrrtt. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


REMINISCENCES OF SAILORS, 
JACK IN SEARCH OF A WIFE. 


A man-of-war’s man was paid off 
from one of our national vessels with 
eight or nine hundred dollars, not 
many years since, and found a resting 
place at the Sailor’s Home. He con- 
cluded that it was about time that he 
had an helpmate, and so informed the 
Superintendent in something like this 
language :— 

“ Now, Sir, you see I have got a 
small lot of money, and I want to get 
married. I am thinking if I can get 
spliced to a decent craft I shall get 
along very nicely and make a snug 
home for myself and my Dolly.” 
‘ But,” said the Superintendent, “you 
are now over forty-five, and you tell 
me you have been twenty odd years 
at sea. I am afraid you will make a 
bad fist of it ashore, and will get tired 
of your dolly after your money is gone, 
and be off again leaving her to shift 
for herself.” 

“ What ?” said he, indignantly, “do 
you suppose I would ever desert a 
woman regularly spliced by the par- 
son? No, no, lam none of that kind 
of land lubbers who are always up to 
such things, and I don’t wonder the 
women are so shy of-me because they 
. are afraid I am on that tack too.” 
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“ Well,” said the Superintendent, “I 
should judge by this you have been 
trying somewhere to geta wife.” “To 
be sure I have,” was the answer. “J 
haye been asking every girl you have 
gotinthe house.” “What! you have 
been asking the girls to marry you!” 
“'To be sure I have,” said Jack, “I 
began with the chamber-maid, and she 
called me a poor old man, and said I 
must be crazy. I told her there was 
no madness about me at all, and that 
T was in love and wanted a wife. Well 
she sent me to one of the other girls, 
but I had no better luck than with the 
first ; and then I tried one of the wo- 
men in the wash-room, and she said 
one fool was enough for her, and that 
she was the mother of four children ; 
so at last I thought I would try the 
cook, and she told me if I did not make 


' myself scarce in the kitchen she would 


try the virtue of a little hot water on 
my ugly head. So yousee there is no 
chance in this house, and I have come 
to you to get your advice where togo 
next? 

“Well, my dear fellow, my advice 
is that you give this matter up for the 
present, and don’t ask every woman 
you clap your eyes on, young or old, 
for inthis way you may catch a Tar- 
tar.” 
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“J believe,” replied Jack, “the 


whole lot of them are Tartars in this ; 


house, and I think I can see the cook 
now running at me with a ladle of hot 
water when I was as polite to her as a 
French dancing master. It’s my opin- 
jon if that is they way the treat an 


honest man I should fare better by’ 


going alittle farther. Now suppose it 
is because I tell them what I want, and 
don’t come over them with a long yarn 
about nothing, asa land lubber would, 
that they send me adrift so quick.” 
‘Yes, I told him, I rather thought 
that the suddenness of such a proposal 
from a stranger would be apt to bring 
avery quick denial, and that he had 
better take another plan entirely, and 
first find the woman he really loved, 
about as near his own age as he could; 
and that being accomplished, after 
they had been for a time mutually ac- 
quainted, if he continued of the same 
mind, he might then propose himself 
to her. 

After reflecting a moment upon this 
advice, he replied: “Well now, you 
see, if Ihave to go through all that 
rigmarole, I might as well give it up 
first as last. As to getting down in 
-@ corner looking at a woman for a 
month or two and trying to talk gram- 
mar, when I’ know nothing about it, I 
shall do no such thing—they must 
say yes or no at once, or [ won’t have 
any of them.” 

The next week, the cook, who had 
threatened him with hot water, 
thought better of it, and Jack got Mr, 
Chase to splice them, when, the same 
day, he departed for his native place 
in New England, on his wedding tour. 

R. G. 
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{For the Sailor’s Magazine.) 


TRULY REFRESHING. 


December 30, 1857, 

On last Sabbath evening I preached 
from the text, Job, 33, 24; “TI have 
found a ransom.” 

One of the points insisted upon was 
that this Christ is a present ransom— 
that there is no to-morrow in the 
gospel. 

Evidently the Spirit of God was 
with us. As soon as I dismissed the 
audience four fine young oystermen 
came down the aisle to me, all saying, 
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“We believe we have lately found 
this ransorh, and we rejoice in Him.” 

On Monday, a Swedish sailor came 
to my house with a broken heart, 
saying, with tears, “O, what you said 
about to-morrow made me feel very 
bad—I am afraid to put it off any lon- 
ger.” He is now rejoicing in redeem- 
ing mercy. On Tuesday evening a 
young man of the city came to me | 
just before going to church, also re- 
joicing in this glorious ransom. At the 
church, soon after, I took by the hand 
a Danish sailor, who too hopes in this 
precious Jesus—all fresh in his first 
love. 

This morning (Wednesday) a back- 
slider came with penitence, acknow- 
ledging his faults, wishing to be re- 
stored to full membership again with 
us, promising that on this voyage he 
will try and point all his shipmates to 
the Lamb of God. 

Truly the Spirit of God is at work. 
O! for a general outpouring! Hu- 
mility ! humility! humility! That is 
what we need. Citizens, when they 
get raised, as they call it, a little in 
their condition, having obtained a lit- 
tle money, (which a donkey could 
carry as well as they,) or have taken 
some other step upward, are apt to be 
become proud and think it vulgar to 
go to church with, or at least to labor, 
among common people. 

Many of those who go to sea, 
when they become officers, very sud- 
denly begin to show that it is not ex- 
actly respectable to sit very near the 
common sailor; and after a while be- 
lieve that it will hardly do to go to 
the same church with the foremast 
hand. Thus pride pollutes—making 
their hearts blacker than the tar on 
the sailor’s hand. ‘ 

Why, did you know that there are 
even persons called Christians that 
think it disgraceful to go to a Sailor’s 
Home to a prayer meeting, or to hold 
one there at all, and yet persons who 
are supposed to have great love for 
seamen, that is, those behind the mast. 

I am glad to see that a move is 
made in Congress to do away with 
this Zying in the protection system and 
registration of vessels. I do hope 
that with it the Advance will be for 
ever banished, a good apprentice sys- 
tem adopted, out-door relief restored : 
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to the sick, and a legion of other re- 
forms. 

We expect to have, on January 18, 
a grand mass meeting at Jayne’s Hall, 
to send up a memorial to Congress 
concerning the chaplaincy of the navy 
and army, that they may both be well 
supplied with holy men, not as now, 
only in part, and this a very small part, 
provided for, and this of men for the 
most part anything but worthy. We 
hope that wire-pullers will all be 
driven from the field and real soul 


lovers be sent forth who know no dif- | 


ference between immortal creatures, 
but will earnestly entreat both officers 
and men to turn unto God through 
his Son Jesus and live. 

The first step has already been 
taken. The citizen ministry of Wash- 
ington being elected to supply Con- 
gress; thus the political priesthood 
have got, I hope, their death blow. 


* Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, | 


with all thy quickening powers.” 
Yours in Christ, 
J cbt; 
Mariners’ Church, Water-St., 
above Walnut-St., Phila. 
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LETTERS OF PIOUS SEAMEN, 

We have been favored with several 
letters received by Messrs. Jones and 
Helland of the Mariner’s Church, from 
sailors who have recently been hope- 
fully converted, and are now test- 
ing their new found hope upon the 
ocean. It will be gratifying to those 
who are interested in christian efforts 
for seamen, and perhaps convince some 
who are skeptical as to their success, 
to peruse some extracts from these 
letters. Of course they were written 
with no thought of publication, in the 
freedom of correspondence with the 
friends who had been instrumental in 
leading them to Christ. For obvious 
reasons we suppress their names. 

In transmitting some of these letters 
Mr. Jones remarks, what we think the 
letters themselves well illustrate. 


“Many have associated with the 
profession of the sons of the deep—if 


not adebased and abandoned life—at 
least a rollicking, restless one, and 
suppose them scarcely capable of re- 
fined and pure thoughts or emotions. 
Yet, there is many a “long head” un- 
der a tarpaulin hat and many a warm 
and generous and pious heart beating 
under a blue jacket. Many of these 
tars are men of intelligence, of early 
religious training, who have been 
reared in the midst of Sabbath school 
and church influences. And among) . 
such as have not been blessed with 
these exalted privileges, there is-a 
general impression of what is right 
and consistent, a towé ensemble of gen- 
eral intelligence, which, if sanctified 
by the grace of God, will make them 
useful and indefatigable agents in the 
dissemination of the truth of God 
among the nations.” 

“ Rev. Srr—lIt gives me great pleas- 
ure to have the privilege of writing to 
you about what God in his infinite 
wisdom has been pleased to do for me. 
Being on the point of leaving New 
York, in a vessel lying off the Battery, 
I came on shore, not for the sake of 
hearing the Gospel preached. O, no! 
I was then an infidel. ‘om. Paine’s 
works were my Bible and Volney’s 
my pastime. I passed the Mariner’s 
Church in company with a friend and 
he asked me if I would not go in. IT 
complied with his request. We were 
not seated long, before you, dear Sir, 
began to speak of God’s goodness to 
yourself and the whole human race. 
You told us that you had been a sailor 
for many years, and a blasphemer, &e. 
Seeing you stand up before the congre- 
gation and tell all this put me in mind 
of having read in the Bible years ago 
at my father’s house, that Paul once 
stood before a large audience, and 
used similar language. Youthen com- 
menced entreating sinners to turn to 
God, showing us his untiring patience 
and love for the fallen human race, 
As I listened, I began to feel uneasy 
for my soul’s salvation. I heard you 
say that if we turn to God, cast our- 
selves at his feet, and cry for mercy 
he would surely save us. That gave 
me some comfort, and’ I resolved to 
fall on my knees and pray as soon as I 
got on board, which I did; and after 
a few struggles with my own heart, I 
found peace in Christ ; for which glory 
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be to God, and my humble thanks to 
you, Rev. Sir. 
Your dutiful son in Christ. 


“On board U.S. ship Decatur, 
Panama Bay, Oct. 5, 1857. 
“Rey. C.J. Jones—Dear friend and 
. pastor, it is through the goodness and 
mercy of God that Iam permitted to 
address you these few lines in health 
and prosperity. And it is my fervent 
prayer to Gud that you and your fam- 
uy are all enjoying the same blessing, 
and may the blessings of the Almighty 
rest upon you and your labors in the 
church to which you are attached, and 
crown you with success in bringing 

many souls to Christ. 

I am still pressing on to win the 
prize, and feel that I have made some 
progress, and am determined, by the 
grace of God, to continue while life 
remains. But I am cut off from unit- 
ing with christian friends in prayer 
and praise, for we have no divine ser- 
vice on board this ship, and I am sorry 
to say there do not appear to be many 
that would desire it. But for myself, 
I spend my Sabbaths ina measure com- 
fortably in reading my Bible and those 
good little books you gave me, which 
I have read over again and again. For 
while I am reading them I seem to be 
enjoying those blessed privileges 
which I had with you last winter, 
And may it please God in his mercy 
to spare our lives that we may again 
be permitted to enjoy the same. I 
crave the prayers of you and the 
church, and all God’s people, that I 
may grow in grace and the love and 
fear of God. 

“ Your affectionate friend.” 


New York, Jan. 5, 1858. 

Dear Sir—I shoulddeem it neglect 
and ingratitude towards you if I did 
not let you know the change which 
through your instrumentality has 
been wrought within me. 

On Christmas day I arrived in New 
York, after spending a few months on 
the Lakes and in the country, and 
went to a house where I had boarded 
five years ago. On Sunday, two of 
your men entered the house and in- 
vited me and many of my companions 
to come to the Mariner’s Church. 
This, however, we refused, with a sin- 
gle exception. Inthe evening another 
young man came and inyited us to the 
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same church, to which fourteen of us __ 


agreed. We went and heard God’s 
word preached unto hundreds. I felt 


‘it make some impression on my mind, 


which decided me to go there again 
and hear God’s word expounded by 
one who had been a sailor himself. If 
did so, on the eve of the New Year, 
and then made a solemn resolve to 
begin the year in a different manner, 
and henceforth live forthe Lord. This 
promise I am now striving to fulfil. 

* * T feel within me aray of hope, 
and hear a voice saying, throw thyself 
upon the Lord, believe that he is able 
to save thee from destruction, and 
bring thee to his kingdom where there 
is everlasting joy for those who are 
sayed by the blood of Christ. O what 
a glorious thought !—what a glorious 
warfare, to be tighting the battles of 
the Most High; to live in Christ, and 
for Christ, and when we leave this vale 
of tears to live with him in his heaven- 
ly kingdom! 

O, dear Sir, how different. are these 
feelings from those which I formerly 
had, when I never thought of the 
Almighty unless it was to bring his 
curse down upon my head, when I 
never went to places of wership and 
shunned all intercourse with religious 
people. But the strife is not ended 
here. . Much remains to be done, and 
much need have I to be remembered 
in your prayers. 

But, dear Sir, let it not be forgotten 
that thousands of our fellow -sailors 
are cruising on the great waters who 
have no knowledge of that great salva- 
tion, and who will one day have to 
die and give an account of their actions 
to the Great Captain. O! let us pray 
that God may send down his Spirit 
upon us and upon them, that they may 
prepare themselves for the world to 
come. 

Dear Sir, be so kind as to pray for 
him who calls himself 

Your obedient servant and brother 
in Christ Jesus. 


Austrata, Sept. 30, 1857. 

Iamat the present, dear friend, in 
great peace and comfort,striving to live 
near to God and to do right. I have 
had the great pleasure since [ saw you 
of sending to my old father, in Nor- 
way, fifty dollars, which I know will 
be a great help to him, for he is old 
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and feeble. I love you more, Brother ¢ presented with Baxter’s Call, and 
Helland, than if yor were my father, prayed with. From that time he was 


because you were the first one that : ; 
- 3 A ’ 2 , 4 serv 
with God’s help, led me in the right accustomed to attend service when in 
port, and at length, after a season of 


way. 
deep distress for sin, found peace in 


{This sailor is a Norwegian. He was 
found by Mr. [felland in a boarding: ? Christ. He united with the Mariner’s 
Church on profession, and has since | 


house in Oliver-street, and induced to 
attend church. After service he was 3 appeared as a consistent christian.] 
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PME CABIN BOY. 


ABSENCE OF PARENTS AT SEA. best of all was to have him come 
home safely. 

Once he had been gone several 
months, and a letter was received say- 
ing he would leave Ireland for New_ 
York on such a day. So they waited 
for his arrival but he did not come. 
Week after week passed and they be- 


Many children in the country who 
have no fathers or brothers that go 
to sea, who know very little about 
the sailor’s life, how many hardships 
he suffers, and to how many dangers 
he is exposed. And, perhaps, they 
have never thought how sad_ the 
children at home feel when these dear } $20 to fear that he had been lost in 
friends go away on the ocean, andthey { the sea. They wept many times as 
cannot hear anything from them for a } they thought how sad it would be to 
long time, often for many months. J ? have no father. At length a vessel 
will tell you some thing on this sub- $ arrived and said they had spoken Capt. 
ject that occured many years ago. 8.’s vessel, the crew in a suffering 

Capt. S lived in Connecticut, or { state for want of provisions, which 
rather his family did, for he was away } they had supplied. This intelligence 
at sea nearly all the time. The family § filled the children with both joy and 
then consisted of a wife and two daugh- sorrow—joy that their dear papa was 
ters. They lived ina pleasant house, ¢ gti] alive, and sorrow to hear of his 
had a nice garden, plenty of flowers } sufferings. Three weeks more passed 
and fruit, and all things necessary to { 314 then another vessel reported hay- 
make life happy, with pegs daca ag ing seen them about one hundred and 
the absence of their ane: Neen fifty miles east of Boston harbor, des- 
bee eer. reced. ‘sud oe hey gel titute of food and almost starved, and 
hard they thought-of him, and wished { |. ee te ai é fe 
they could only know that he was eeMp SUPP h ‘ nee RB ‘ai 
safe. In winter, when’ every thing day ante mmey were towed : nto Bos- 
was covered with ice and snow, and ton, having been ninety-nine days 

coming from Ireland. 


they were expecting him home, they : , 
were afraid he would freeze to death One man had died from starvation ; 
the rest were alive, but very weak. 


on the coast before he could get into j 

port. Some times the children would } They had been becalmed. The vessel 
look forward to his return when he } was deeply laden and a slow sailor, 
was to bring them plenty of oranges § and barnacles had grown all over the 


and cocoanuts and nice things, but the } bottom. Some times the vessel did 
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not move a mile for several days to- 
gether. Being so long on the voyage 
their provisions were gone, and to 
save themselves from starvation they 
eat rats when they could catch them. 
They also took the leather off their 
trunks, softened it and fried it in 
fat, and resorted to all sorts of expe- 
dients to keep themselves alive, but 
they were growing weaker every day, 
when they were met by the first ves- 
sel and supplied with food. This 
again failed them, and they saw no 
prospect before them but to perish 
almost in sight of home. At length 
another vessel appeared, a signal of 
distress was raised—they were once 
more supplied with what they needed, 
and at last reached land. 

How do you think the little girls felt ? 
They had almost given him up for lost, 
and now they should see him again! 
They did not know what to do, 
so they laughed and cried together, 
and beg¢ed him never to go to sea any 
more. I hope they did not forget to 
thank their heavenly Father for all 
that goodness which had watched 
over him so long, and brought him 
safely home at last. esl (i 
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THE GUANO BEDS OF THE CHINCHA ISLANDS, 

[The following is extracted from a 
letter addressed to Rev. C. J. Jones, 
by a sailor who was at the time visit- 
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ing the Islands for a cargo of guano.] 


Oct. 17, 1857. 


We have been here two weeks; 
have all our ballast out, and 550 tons 
of our cargoin. We expect in two 
weeks more to be ready for sea with 
2,500 tons on board. 

The Chinchas are three rocks, bar- 
ren, without a trace of vegetation on 
either; situated about 180 miles south- 
ward of Callao, and 10 from the main 
land. Doubtless they have been pass- 
ed and repassed for generations, and 
looked upon as useless impediments in 
the navigator’s way. At length some 
person, perhaps, more inquisitive than 
the others, stopped and examined 
them, and found a great part of the 
rocks covered with guano. Its value 


/as a manure now causes it to be sought 


for by all nations, making avery lucra- 
tive business for shipowners to trans- 
port it. 

This is considered the most valuable 
guano yet found owing to there being 
no rain to destroy the ammonia, of 
which there is a great quantity in it. 
On some parts of the islands it is over 
one hundred feet thick. We found 
petrified eggs to the depth of forty or 
fifty feet. Seals, walrusses, and other . 
sea animals appear to have crawled 
upon the rocks and died there, as many 
of them are found in different stages 
of decomposition, often having become 
pure guano itself. The people, also, 
who frequented these regionsin former 
times, seem to have made the islands 
their burying place. Birds have made 
their homes here undisturbed by man, 
ever since the creation of the world. 
How wonderfulare the works of God! 
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NEW-VORK, FEBRUARY, (858. 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 

It is with much gratitude that we 
are permitted to record some facts in 
the present condition of our work, of 
encouraging interest. 

The receipts of the A. 8. F. Society; 
considering the embarrassments of 
the times, have been better than 
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we had feared. In repeated in 
stances where pastors have expressed 
to us their fears lest their collections 
would be but trifling, the amount has 
been large, even exceeding what is 
usual. We have pleasing evidence 
that God’s people are extensively 
tasting the luxury of making sacrifices 
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for Christ’s sake, and though not a 
little embarrassed in their private busi- 
ness, are resolved that so far as they 
can prevent it, the cause of God shall 
not languish. Though there has been 
some falling off in our receipts for one 
or two months, yet we rejoice to say 
that the aggregate for the first eight 
months of the financial year consider- 
ably exceeds that of the same months 
last year. We earnestly hope before 
long the Society may be freed from 
its debt, and be enabled to enter those 
new fields of labor abroad which are 
calling so loudly for help. 

Our recent arrangements for co- 


operation with associate societies are full 
of promise for good. Several of our 
brethren, laboring in our joint employ- 
ment, report favorably of their suc- 
cess, and we cannot but hope a new 
interest in the cause is about being 
awakened throughout the country. 

We find encouragement in the ez- 
pressions of sympathy which we fre- 
quently receive from friends of the 
cause. The two following extracts 
from letters just,received from pastors 
in the country are samples: 


“ Within please find a draft for $20 
for your Society. When I wrote you 
one year since, I intended to have 
sent it during the past year, bnt the 
hard times are my excuse. I see by 
your Journal you have not ceased to 


need funds, and believing you are ac=~ 


complishing an important part in 
evangelizing the world, and that the 
Sailor’s Magazine is a journal which 
ought to be in every family, both for 
the valuable information it gives and 
the decidedly firm and christian stand 
it takes in all the interests and im- 
provements of seamen as essential to 
the furtherance of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. I will try and make one 
life member to your Society every 
year. Yours most sincerely.” 

“ Wnelosed I send you two dollars, 
one for the Magazine and one as a 
donation. I hope to send you four 
dollars more as soon as I receive the 
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little salary my people feel able to 
give. It has been due now near three 
months, and not a dollar is yet re- 
ceived for last year. I send you the 
last dollar I have, and must of neces, 
sity wait till I have it in my power to 
send you more. That God would 
more and more bless and second the 
efforts of the S. F. S. is the prayer of 
Your unfeigned friend. 

But our most cheering encourage- 
ment is found in the fact that the 
blessing of God is manifested upon the 
labors in behalf of seamen. In this 
city especially the Spirit of God is 
poured out, and not a few of these 
sons of the sea are becoming the sons 
of God. We prefer not to speak more 
in detail at present; it is sufficient to 
say only that nearly all the Bethels 
are enjoying an increase of religious 
interest; the attendance is large, 
prayer meetings full, and a genera] 
seriousness, and readiness to hear the 
truth apparent to an unusual degree 
among seamen, With such evidences 
of the Divine favor attending the good 
work among this needy and much 
neglected class of men we are enabled, 
even in these “hard times,” to thank 
God and take courage. 


_ MARINER'S CHURCH, N. Y. 

If it were asked by the skeptical, 
what good is done by all the efforts 
expended for seamen, we would point 
them to this institution for an answer. 
As at present conducted under the di- 
rection of the N. Y. Port Society, it 
is not merely a church in the ordinary 
understanding of that term, but the 
center of a system of operations which 
is carried forward with great efficiency, 
Three services for preaching are held 
on the Sabbath, one of them in Nor- 
wegian, besides morning and after- 
noon prayer-meetings, and the Sab- 
bath school, and a Bible class for color- 
ed seamen. Several industrious as 
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sistants visit the sailor boarding-houses 
and invite as many as they meet to 
attend, More than 2,600 seamen are 
reported to have been brought to the 
‘sanctuary by this means during eight 
months past who otherwise weuld 
probably not have come. The fore- 
noon of every week day is devoted by 
Messrs. Jones and Helland to the re- 
ception of calls from sailors for religi- 
ous conversation and prayer. The 
names of the visitors are entered in a 
book, words of affectionate inquiry and 
counsel addressed to them, the tem- 
perance pledge administered when 
practicable, and a package of tracts, a 
Testament or religious book placed in 
their bands. ‘Lhe pastor reports 964 
such visits made him during the year, 
besides some hundreds at his house 5 
608 of the seamen were temperance 
men and 89 signed the pledge there. 
Three regular weekly prayer meetings 
are held, one in Norwegian; also a 
teacher’s meeting, on Saturday even- 
ing. 

Eighty-seven persons have united 
with the church on profession, and 
eleven by certificate, during the year, 
besides eleven admitted to probation, 
On the first Sabbath in January fowr- 
teen were added by profession, two 
by certificate, and two by probation. 
The whole number received to mem- 
bership since March, 1856, the date of 
the organization, is 280. 


—-—-*@¢ 


ABUSE OF SEAMEN. 

One of the most shocking cases of 
brutality which has ever disgraced 
our marine service was recently 
brought in the U.S. Commissioner’s 
Court in Iartforda few weeks since. 

Ehsha Hull, of Norwich, captain of 
whaleship Catherine, of New London, 
and Wm. M. Chappell, of Lebanon, 
first mate of said vessel, were arraign- 
éd on the charge of cruelty to seamen. 


ad 


Henry Teft, cabin boy, testified that 
for going in swimming, he and John 
Ring were flogged by the captain with 
a four foot paddle on tue bare skin till 
the paddle broke, and were then put 
into the large kettle used for trying 
oil, which was filled with salt water, 
AND THEY WERE COMPELLED TO SOAK 
IN IT FOR TEN Hours! Ring subse- 
quently became sick, and was sent 
ashore at Cape Town, where he was 
put into a hospital, and is now in a 
hospital near Boston, suffering from 
the effects of the punishment. Teft 


‘escaped witha slight rheumatism. He 


further testified that the sailors were 
kept on short allowance of food, that 
the cook was whipped for allowing 
them pork to fry theirfish in; that 6 
tierces of beef, 12 lbs. of pork, a quan- 
tity of bread, ke., were sold by the 
captain at Rio Janeiro, in Oct., 1857; 
that four men deserted the ship; the 
scurvy prevailed among the crew, that 
the pickles, instead of being allowed 
to them as is usual-on such occasions, 
were kept below, and a barrel or more 
of spoiled pickles was thrown over- 
board before getting into New Lon- 
don. 

The United States Commissioner 
decided that on every count brought 
against Captain Tull, except the leav- 
ing ashore of one of the sailors, there 
was “probable proof” sufficient to hold 
him for trial before the higher court. 
He fixed the bond at $4,000, and re- 
quired an additional surety to justify 
in that sum. Mr. Chappell was re- 
leased on his own bond for $250, to 
appear at the same time. The pen- 
alty for each of the offences charged, 
in a fine of not less than $1000, and 
imprisonment. 

Brass Knuckxirs.— The U. S. vs. 
John Etlwards. —'The defendant was 
indicted for an assault with a danger- 
our weapon, to wit, a set of brass 
knuckles. It appeared that he was 
the second mate of the ship Tapscott, 
and that on a fight ensuing between 
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the first mate anda sailor named Dun- 
can, Edwards mingled in the fray, put 
on his knuckles, and dealt the mana 
stunner on the head. The Judge was 
asked to charge that brass knuckles 
Were not per se a dangerous weapon, 
which he declined to do, but left it as 
a question for the Jury. Verdict not 
guilty. 

A very intelligent jury that. Per- 
haps a few blows from the aforesaid 
knuckles on their own heads might 
have elucidated the quality of the 
article semewhat, unless they were 
very HARD HEADs indeed. 

In the U.S. District Court, Boston, 
8th inst., Capt. Snow, of whaling brig 
Medford, of Orleans, was sentenced to 
pay a fine of $65, for an assault upon 
Thomas Thompson, seaman. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MARINERS’ SOCIETY. 

The Baptist Churches of the port 
of New York have recently organiz- 
ed in this city a Society of the above 


name. 
of practical business men, delegates 
from said churches. The object of 
this Society is the evangelization of 
seamen, an object for which the Bap. 
tist denomination have hitherto done 
but little. In carrying outits designs 
this Society proposes first of all to 
rally men and means for the greater 
efficiency of the Mariners’ Baptist 
Church, who have a neat and commo- 
dious chapel all paid for at No. 234 
Cherry street, and of which the Rey. 
Ira R. Steward is and for many years 
has been the worthy pastor. Last 
Sabbath evening at the Union Con- 
cert of the Church and Society there 
was a very large attendance and much 
interest was manifested. At the 
close three sailors recently converted 
were baptized. These concerts of 
prayer for the conversion of seamen 
are held on the second Sabbath even- 
ing of each month, and the public are 
invited to attend.—W. Y. Tribune. 


Its Board consists of a corps. 


(REV. A. MC GLASHAN. 


We mentioned in the Magazine for 
December the appointment of this 
brother as Southern Secretary of the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society. 
He has for many years labored as Sea- 
men’s chaplain at Mobile. We re- 
joice to hear that he meets with 
cheering success in his new field of 
labor, and hope through his agency 
to have this work pressed with more 
vigor in all the important ports of the 
South. We heartily commend him 
therein toall who love the cause of 
the Redeemer. 


22 


THE PLYMOUTH COLLECTION 
Of Hymns and Tunes ; by Rev. H. W. 
Beecher. 

We are indebted to the gentleman- 
ly publishers, Messrs A. S. Barnes & 
Co., 51 John St., for permission to 
copy from this book for the Life Boat 
that beautiful piece the “ Ocean 
Grave.” We take this occasion, 
though late, to express the gratifica- 
tion we have received from the use of 
this work. It comprises one of the 
finest collections of lyrical and devo- 
tional poetry with which we are ac- 
quainted. It is especially rich in 
hymns appropriate to benevolent and 
charitable efforts, and we heartily 
commend it for use, alike in the con- 
gregation, in the family, and in the 
closet. 


— seo 


ITEMS. 

The U. S. Senate has recently re- 
pealed the act of March, 1856, autho- 
rizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to change the names of vessels. 

Mr. Benjamin in showing the ne- 
cessity of the passage of the bill said 
that he had alist of ninety-twovessels, 
the names of which had been changed 


within eighteen months. Thirty-one 
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of them had either been lost at sea; 
or the means of loss of life and pro- 
perty. The names were changed to 
deceive the public, when the vessels 
were rotten and unseaworthy. He 
instanced the Central America, whose 
name was changed from George Law, 
One vessel had been condmned and 
her name changed three times, and 
she went to sea and was never heard 
of afterwards. The bill was passed. 
Surpring anp Sup Burtprne.— 
The annual report on Commerce and 
Navigation, shows that the total ton- 
nage of the United States is 4,940,843 ; 
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‘registered 2,463,967 ; enrolled 2,476, 
875. The steam navigation tonnage 
705,784. 

The tonnage built for the year end- 
ing June 30th, 251 ships and barlis, 
58 brigs, and 263 steamers, was a to- 
tal of 378,804. Maine stands first in 
ship building, 110,933 tons; New 
York next, 67,826 tons; and Massa- 
chusetts third, 55,411 tons. Maine 
and Massachusetts confine themselves 
principally to sailing vessels, and fur- 
nished but three steamers, while 
New York built 45 steamers and but 
33 sailing vessels. 


NAVAL JOURNAL. 


DISASTERS FOR THE MONTH, 


STEAMERS, 

Alleghany, fr. St. Louis for N. Orleans ; 
snagged: and sunk Noy. 30 below St. 
Louis. $30,000. 

Bowman. fr. Troy for Norfork ; ashore 
on Deal Beach, bilged and full of water. 
$25,000. 

Col. Edwards, fr. Red River for N. Or- 
leans; total loss by fire on Red River 
Dec. 12. $75,000. 

Mary L. (tug); sunk in Atlantic Dock, 
Brooklyn (supposed scuttled.) $1,000. 

New Lucey, fr. Missouri River for St. 
Louis ; totally destroyed by fire on 25th 
Nov., Detroit, Mo. River. $18,000. 

St. Nicholas (propeller,) Mann, fr. Ra- 
cine for Kingston, C. W.; ashore on Lake 
Michigan, total loss. $28,000. 

Welaka, MeNelty, fr. Savannah for St. 
Johns, Fla; total loss on St. John’s Bar 
Dec 2. $41,000. 

Yorktown, fr. Attakapas for N. Or- 
leans; ashore on the Barrier Stake, Fin- 
dolo, G. of Mexico. $387,500. 


SHIPS. 


Andalusia, Fulton. fr. Chinchas for 
Bath; ashore on the Camotal, Callao 
Bay, Nov. 27. $18,000. 

Bulina. Stilphen, fr. Thomaston for N. 
Orleans; total loss off Berry Island 12th 
Nov. $75,000. 

Cathaya; lost on the Pratas. $65,000. 

Eva Dor»thea (Brem,) Gatzen, fr. Bre- 
men for Baltimore; ashore near Cape 
Tlenry, total loss. $55,000, 


Falcon, Patten; lost on S. Coast of 
Arabia. $37,500. 

Hibernia, fr. Quebec for Belfast ; water- 
logged and abandoned Dee. 6. $27,500. 

J. P. Morse, Weeks, fr. Liverpool for 
Calcutta; total loss near Calcutta, 
Hooghly River. $86,000. 

Juniper, Lefevre, fr. Rio Janeiro for 
New York; total loss 110 miles S. of 
Pernambuco Noy. 12. $90,000. 

Lemuel Dyer, Ward, fr. Liverpool for 
Mobile ; ashore near Little Isaacs, taken 
to Nassau. $4,500. 

Lone Star, Conary, fr. Maulmain for 
Queenstown; abandoned 22d Nov. off 
Fayal. $49,000. 

National, Boyd, fr. N. Orleans for Hav- 
re; total lossnear Havana. $260,000. 

Northumberland, Spencer, fr. New 
York for London; abandoned Dec. 4, lat. 
47 N. lon 27 W. $150,000. 

Oxford, Minot, fr. Leghorn. missing 
since October 27. $60,000. 

Pocchontas (whaler,) Dennis, fr. New 
Bedford ; lost at Bravo, Cape de Verdes. 
$36,000. 

BARKS, 

Calcutta, Goodwin, from Quebee for 
Dartmouth; abandoned,waterlogged,Nov. 
8, lat. 50 N., lon. 17 W. $24,000. 

Davenport, (Br.,) McKenzie, fr. Quebee 
for Cardiff, abandoned, waterlogged Dee. 
4, $20,000. 

D. S. Brown, fr. Phil. to Key West, 
abandoned. $26,000. 

Egypt, (Br.) fr. Hong Kong 3 total loss 
on Bonham Island, China. $28,000. 
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Great West ; ashore at Sleeping Bear 
Bay, Lake Michigan. $14,800. 

Gem ; went ashore on Block Island, off 
and at Newport. $7,600. 

Milford, Starkey, fr. Newcastle for New 
Haven ; ashore at Quogue, with cargo of 


coal. $10,600. 
Nazarene, fr. Gaspee to New York ; 
lost. $12,000. 


Ontario, (Br.,) Bruce, fr New York for 
Newfoundland ; total loss by fire, Nov. 26, 
at Whitehead, N.S. $18,750. 

Pacific, fr. New Bedford for Pacific 
Ocean reported lost on coast of New Zea- 
land, May, 21. $30,000. 

Planet (Br.,) fr. Quebec for Sunder- 
land ; abandond, Dec. 7, near Fraserburg. 
$22,500. 

Sophia Williams, fr. Quebec for Mil- 
ford ; in a sinking condition, Nov. 30, lat 
41 N. lon. 42. $8,500. 


BRIGS. 

Alesia, Douglas; fr. Portland for Phila- 
shod ashore near Berlin, Md. $3,- 

B. K. Reece (Br.,) Saunders, fr. Deme- 
rara for Baltimore ; ashore on Currituck, 
Dec. 21st. $9,500. 

D. S. Brown, Baker, fr. Philadelphia 
for Key West ; abandoned near Abaco on 
19th Nov. $26,000. 

Etewando, Crafts, fr. New Haven for 
Barbadoes ; ashore on Saybrook Bar. on 
Lyme Flats. $9,500. 

Golden Age, Bryan, fr. Halifax for 
Porto Rico; capsized 9th Nov., in a 
heavy squall; crew drowned. $4,500. 

Malvern, Lelar, fr Jamaica for Phila- 
delphia ; total wreck on Little Cayman, 
W.I. $18,000. 

Octavia Woodward, Chasa, fr. Port au 
Platt for Manzanilla; lost on the reef 
coming out of Port au Platt, 5th. $6,- 
500. 

R. S. Jackson, for San Francisco; to- 
tal loss at Coose Bay, Cal.. Oct. 24th. 
$6,400. : 

Vernon, Collins, fr. Baltimore for Ban- 
gor; ashore south side of Cuttyhunk and 
bilged, Dec. 11th. $6,750. 

Wilford, fr. Neweastle to New Haven ; 
lost. $15,000. 


SCHOONERS. 


Agate, for Lake Huron; ashore at 
Presque Isle Point. $1,000. 

A. H. Manchester, fr. Matagorda for 
Providence ; run on shoal at Garden Key, 
Inagua. $1,000. 

Charles Parker. Compton, for Philadel- 
phia; ashore and bilged in Gloucester 
Harbor. $4,600. 

D R. Martin, fr. Cleveland; on rocks 
near Presque Isle, total loss. $24,000. 

C. G. Waterbury, Cooke, fr. Attakapas 
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for New York; ashore 15 miles south of 
Ocracoke. $12,000. 

Europa. for Buffalo ; ashore near Bufia- 
lo; total loss. $30,000. 

Fair Trader, fr. Rockport for Cam- 
bridge; abandoned: off Chatham, 5th; 
total loss. $3,000. 

Frank, Thompson, fr. Wilmington for 
Norfolk ; ashore on Currituek Beach.— 
$6,500. ; 

Great West, fr. Chicago for Buffalo ; 
ashore at Sleeping Bear Bar. Sl ,000. 

Georgia, Prince, fr. Baltimore for Bos- 
ton; ashore on Spit Ledge, Boston Har- 
bor, off 9th. $500. 

James Navagh; ashore on Lake On- 
tario. $1,000. 

John Cox, fr. Newark to Providence ; 
lost.. $4,000. 

John L. Schriver, Miller, fr. Philadel- 
phia for Boston ; ashore opposite South- 
ampton, L. 1, totalloss. $8,650. 

J. P. Loffland, for New York; ashore 
at Little Egg Harbor, 24th December.— 


» $5,000. 


Kenosha, fr. Lake Erie for Chicago ; 
total loss at Thunder Bay Island. $12,- 
500. ; 

Kyle Spangler, fr. Chicago for Buffa- 
lo; ashore at Sleeping Bear Bay. $8, 
560. 

Lark, fr. Cleveland for Chicago; total 
loss‘at Carp River, Straits of Mackinaw. 
$9,500. 

Lucy Ames, Ames, fr. Chickahominy 
River ; sprung a leak 9th Dec., and water- 
logged. $3,600. 

L. C. Watts, Watts, fr. Boston for Nor- 
folk ; ashore 18 miles south of Cape Hen- 
ry. $1,200. 

Minnie Kinney, fr. Chicago for Bufia- 
lo; ashore on South Maniton, $2.800. 

M. J. Loman, fr. Virginia for New 
York; ashore at Cape May, total loss— 
$4,000. ~ 

Milton, fr. New York, for Hartford, N. 
C; aground on Hatteras Swash 15 days. 
$7,600. 

Molly, Hutchinson. fr. Bangor, for Rox- 
bury missing since Nov. —. $5,500. 

Northern’ Light, Cousins, fr. Norfork, 
Va., for Barbadoes ; abandoned, waterlog- 
ged, Nov. 9th. $10,500. : 

Resolution, Harper, fr . Milwaukie for 
Buffalo ; total loss, foundered on Lake 
Michigan. $17,000. 

Radiens, fr. Toledo for Oswego ; lost 
on Lake Erie. $27,000. ; 

Sarah C. Shields, fr. Philadelphia for 
Boston ; ashore near Southampton, L. I., 
total loss. $4,000. 

St. Pierre, McCobb, fr. Bangor for Bos- 
ton; total loss on Western Solve Sager, 
night of llth Dec. $2,800. 

Trimmer, Phillbert,fr. Mobile for Pensa- 
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cola; sunk between Warrington and 
Fort Barrancas, Fla. $3,000. 

5. 0. Watts, fr. Beston for Norfolk ; a- 
shore at Cape Henry. $3,500, 

4 bra, Nickerson, fr. Horton for Bos- 
ton ; filed with water and drifted ashore 
Dec. 22d. total loss. $2,750. 

W. i. Tarbox, Lunay, for Southport ; 


missing. $2,500. 
SUMMARY. 

Steamers, 8, Aggregate loss, $254,500 
Ships, 14, us FAO S30 004 
Barks, 12, o 222,750 
Brigs, 10, « “105,750 
Schooners, 32, ai 240,560 

76, $1,837,060 


The above is compiled from a very 
elaborate list in the N. Y. Herald, which 
contains also notices of minor disasters, 
involving an additional loss of $514.175 
making a total for the month of 2,306,- 
T35i 


SUMMARY OF LOSSES FOR THE YEAR 1857, 


Months. No. of Vessels. Value. 
January, 165 $4,717,409 
February, 47 1,152,400 
March, 41 1,167,248 
April, 36 1,018,000 
May, 27 903,000 
June, ~ 27 819,500 
July, 16 710,700 
August, 23 642,000 
September, »32 3,123.200 
October, 3 609,700 
November, 38 883,000 
December, 76 1,837,060 

Total, 559 $17,584,217 


This summary includes only the vessels 
reported as totally lost. If we include 
the losses to ships and cargo from less 
Important casualties, which probably 
equal one fourth of this sum, we shall 
have an ageregate loss to the commerce 
of the country from disasters in the year 
1857 of pWENCY TWO MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 

The losses for the past four years as re- 
ported in the Magazine have been as fol- 
lows :-— 


Vessels. Value. 

1854, 538 $27,900,000 
1855, 836 18,100 000 
1856, 467 21,600,000 
1857, 559 22,000,000 
Total, 1900 $89,600,000 


LAKE DISASTERS FoR 1857. 


The Chicago Press publishes in detail 
all the disasters during the season of 
Lake navigation for this year. The 
Press says: 


“ According to the footings up it will 
be found that we estimate the actual loss 
of property on the Lakes the present year 
at $1,920,315. The following is a ta- 
ble of the losses of property during the 
past ten years : 


1848, $404,830 | 1853, $ 854,350 
1849, 041,250 | 1854, 2,187,825 
1850, 544,440 | 1855, 2,797,838 
1851, 745,515 | 1856, 3,038,874 
1852, 991,010 | 1857, 1,920,315 

Total loss in ten years, $13,821,253 


“The loss of life during the present 
year is 221 lives. In 1854 the loss of 
life was 119; in 1855, 119, and in 1856, 
407--making a total of four years of 865 
lives.” 

“ During the present year we have had 
comparatively few disasters of an appal- 
ling nature. Nearly all we have had, oc- 
curred during two or three gales. The 
first storm of the season, was on the Ist 
of April last, when fourteen lives were 
lost inour own harbor. From that date 
up to Oct. 19, when a gale ef much se- 
verity swept over the lakes, there were 
but few losses. But the great gale of the 
season occurred on the 18th day of No- 
vember, and continued up to the 24th.— 
It was accompanied by a severe snow 
storm, and the thermometer fell below 
zero. It was truly a disastrous period 
for life and property cn the lakes. Our 
readers are familiar with the long list of 
calamities which we, from day to day, 
for quite a lengthened period, presented 
in our columns. In that gale alone, not 
less than forty seamen perished. Quitea 
number were frozen to death. Three 
vessels, with their crews, have never been 
seen or heard of; and even now the great 
chain of lakes is lined with wrecks, the 
work of its fury.” 


—_—__—_- @ >—___—__ 


DEATHS OF SEAMEN, 


At New Haven, Dec. 7, Capt. Benjamin 
Beecher, aged 83. The New Haven 
Journal says: “ Very few, if any persons 
among us, have been so thoroughly 
identified with New Haven affairs for 
more than half a century, and none have 
been more widely esteemed, than Capt. 
Beecher. Years ago, before Fulton’s in- 
vention of steamboats, Captain Beecher 
was the packet captain of Long Island 
Sound, and his vessel was distinguished 
above all others as making rapid voyages, 
and affording the best accommodations to 
passengers. A voyage to New York with 
him wasa thing to be talked of for months. 
When a line of steamboats was put on the 
route between here and New York, Capt. 


1858 ee ge ee SAILOR'S 


Gtreeatte tilt shiv nS GMLGEL io thin. chdacecns Tip LUReIMGLE chy Ho a left the sailing packets to com- 
mand the old United States, we believe, 
and the same success accompanied him in 
his new sphere, which had marked his 
connection with the packets.” 

At Bruceport, Shoalwater Bay, W. T. 
Oct. 23d, Capt. Wm. Like, formerly of 
Staten Island, New York. 

Wm. S. Hudson, of L. Island, died on 
shr. Maria Morton. 

Geo. Collins, of New York, fell over- 
board from yard of ship St. Nicholas, _ 
Dec. 11. 

John F. Carpenter, a native of France, 
committed suicide on same vessel Dec. 15. 

John M. Fessiden, of Worcester, Mass., 
died on brig John Stevens, on her passage 
from Kingston to N. Y., Noy. 28. 

Samuel Dow, of Salem, lost overboard 
from the whaler Eliza F. Mason. 

John Davis of Belfast, Me., on the U.S. 
frigate Minnesota, fell from the main yard 
to the deck, a distance of about seventy- 
five feet, injuring himself so that he died 
in about four hours. He was very highly 
esteemed by the whole phtp’ § company. 

Minor Hogoden, of Schoharie, N. Y., 
deserted from whale ship Brooklyn, in the 
Pacific ocean, and was lost in swimming 
towards the shore —supposed to have 
been seized by a shark. 

Three men on board ship Wallace from 
Quebec to Glasgow, died of exposure 
and starvation. The crew remained on 
the water-logged ship for eleven days, 
with nothing “but the body of a dog to 
subsist upon, 

Capt. James Toggerson, of schooner 
Sunbeam, washed from the wreck off New- 
buryport harbor and drowned. 

Eleven seamen, and the stewardess, 
drowned from the wreck of steamer Harl 
of Carrick, at Isle of Man. 

The first mate, Davis, and one seaman 
of schooner John Griffiths, died at Mini- 
titlan, 

——_+s 
RECEIPTS. 
From Dec. Ist to Jan. Ist, 1858. 
Directors for life by the payment of $50. 
His Excellency, Jsamus Bucuanan, 


Washington City, D. C., by F. 
Street, Pres. Ch., 50 00 


Members for lifeby Uae payment of $20 00 
William. H. Mills, by Hammond 


St., S. School, Bangor, Me., 30. 00 
Mary 8. Flanders, by Ist Bapt. 
Ch., Concord, N. H., 20 00 


Rey. Brown Emerson, by Ist Cong. 
Ch., Montague, Mass., 25 

Mrs, Susan W. Jaques, by Ladies 
Bethel Soc.,Newburyport, Mass., 


for Bethel Flag for Panama., 20 00 
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‘Joseph Ely, by High St. Ch., Lo- 
well, Mass., (balance.) 

Rev. Owen Street, do do, (in part,) 23 24 

George Chamberlain, by Cong. 
Ch., Amesbury Mills, Mass., (in 

part,) 

Pannal L. Cross, by Ist. Cong. 
Ch., Marblehead, Hegre: : 
Capt. John Anderson, by Center 
Ch, Haverhill, Mass., (balance,) 15 50 

John P. Haven, by Cong. Ch.,Graf- 
ton, Mass., 20 00 

Mrs. Lucretia Hildreth, by Ladies 
S. F. Soc., Beverly, Mass., 

Rev. §. H.B. Perkins, by Cong. 
Ch. , Weymouth, Mass., (50 cts. 
to buy Tracts.) 

Dwight W. Haikes, Norwich, Ct., 
by. Wm. A. Buckingham, (am. 
ack. below.) 

George H. Stevens, of Syracuse, 
N. Y., by Capt. “inl Barns, N. 
London, Ct., (am, ack. below,) 

Mrs. H. W. Bartlett, of Belmont, 
Mass., by H. P.. Havens, N. 
London, Ct., (am. ack. below.) 

Anna EK. Smith, Stonington, Ct., 
by Capt. E. Smi th, (in part,) 
am. ack. below. 

Miss Amanda Hoyt, by Ist.Cong. 
Ch., Norwalk, Ct., 

Miss Susan Brown, do do 

Joseph A. John, do do 

Charles E. Lockwood, do do 

W. P. Stone, by College St. Ch., 
N. Haven, (previously recived.) 

Rev. Z. Eddy, by Cong, Ch., 
Birmingham, Ct., 

Mrs. Mary Clagget, by Ist. Pres. 
Ch., Alexandria, Va., 

Bede ‘Trimlow, M. D., by 2d. Pres. 
Ch., Alexandria, Va., 27 01 


Donations. 


9 67 
36 00 


00 


67 


95 75 


25 50 
0 00 


first Cong. Ch., Bangor, Me., 30 00 
Cong. Ch., Marlboro, N. H., 11 56 
do do Pelham, do 21 61 
do do Fairhaven, Vt., 10 00 
Mrs. H. Hallock, Plainfield, Mass., ! 00 
Trinitarian Soc., Warwick, do 2 00 
First Cong. Ch., Conway, Aon oreZo 
Appleton “St. Cong. Ch., Lowell, 
Mass., 1 56 
Meth. Epis. Ch,, Worthen St., Lo- 
well, Mass., (addition,) 40 
Cong. Ch., Ashby, Mass., 20 00 
do do Shirley Village, do 3 69 
do do Abington, do 13 50 
South do Wellfleet, do 8 00 
Second do Westfield, do 1351 
First do Holyoke, do 10 00 
Cong. do Carlisle, do 9 00 
Rev. Mr. Terry’s Ch., 8. Wey- oe 
h, 8. 
mouth, Mass., ns 


Baptist Ch., Westerly, R. I, 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 
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Cong. do do do 8 00-. 

do do Meriden Center, Gt., 11 00 
Bapt. do Wallingford, Opa Oo 
Cong. do Simsbury, dow 9 49) 

do do Norwich, do 43 00 
Wm. P. Green, Norwich, do 20 00 
A. Hubbard, do do 5 00 
First Cong. Ch.,N. London, do 113 22 
Second do do do do 107 00 
Capt. E. Morgan, Groton, do 9 00 
Friends, New London, do 7 00 
Ladies of 2d Cong. Ch., (in addi- 

tion to. $22 previously reccived,) 85 50 
Second Cong. Ch., Stonington, 

Ct., 127 99 
North Cong. Ch., N. Haven, Ot., 94 05 
Gold Watch Key from do do 
Ladies of 5th Cong. Ch., Nor- 

wich, Ct., 24 25 
First Cong. Ch., Norwich, Ct., (in 

addition.) 23.10 
Cong. Ch., Salisbury, Ct., 6 65 
Rey. A. Reid, do do 5 00 
First Cong. Ch., Milford, do 38 38 
Meth. Epis, do do do 3 40 
Cong. Ch., Goshen. do 11 64 
Howe Street, N. Haven, Ct., (in 

addition,) 7 50 
South Ref, Dutch Ch., New-York, 35 57 
A Friend, do 2 00 
i. K. Collins, do 25 00 
I. C. Whitmore, do 40 00 
A Friend, Po’keepsie, N. Y., 25 00 
W. W. De Forest, do 50 00 
Cary & Co., do 100 00 
Mrs. M. E. L. do 2 00 
Pilgrim Ch., Brooklyn, (addition,’ 10 00 
A Friend, New-York, 5 00 
Penn, 8. Fr'd Soc., Philadelphia, 

Penn., 100 00 
Mr. Davy, Alexandria, Va., 1 00 
G, Cazenore, do do 5 00 
C.F. Lee, do do 5 00 
A Friend, San Francisco, Cal., 85 00 

Legacies. 
Carpenter Fund, through Rey. J. 

Woods, assignee, (in part,) to 

constitute Rev. H. Cummings, 

Life Member, 9 00 

$1 975, 63 


Receipis into the Treasuay of the Wes- 
tern S. F. Society, Nov. and Dec., 1857, 


Rev. R. H. Leonard, Dist. Sec. 


Ill, Chicago, Citizens, $326 00 
Mich. Detroit, do 82 50 
do Pontiac, do 9 52 
Qhio. Dayton, 2d Pres. Ch , 31 50 
do do Ist Meth. Ch., il 50 
do Cincinnatti, Citizens, 81 00 
do Wellington, Pres. Ch., 10 00 
do do Cong. Ch., 24 00 


[February, 
do . Stitchfield, do do -18 00 
do —Cardington, Meth. Ch., 8 69 
do do Boundary, Meth. 
Ch., 7 43 
do Monroeville, Pres. Ch.,° 3 00 
do  Middlebury.Union Meeting, 10 00 
do Ashland, Meth. Epis.Ch., 17 53 
do  Oberlin,Cong. Ch.,(in part,) 59 39 
do Mt., Gilead, Meth. Epis., 6 00 | 
do Fitchville, Cong. Ch., 9 00 
do Akron, do do 27 02 
do do Citizens, 15 50 
Indiana. Fort Wayne, Meth. Epis. 
Ch., $20 18. 
do do do 2dPres.Ch., 10 00 
do do do Citizens, 10 80 
do Defiance, Pres. Ch., 
(to balance,)_ 3 00 
Mo. Saint Louis, Citizens, 141 25 
Ill. Monticello, Pres. Ch., 28 75 
do Springfield,lst Pres. Ch., 25 00 
do do 2d do do 73 00 
do do 3d do do — 30 00 
do do Bapt. do 9 00 
Mich. Detroit, Citizens,(balance,) 5 00 
Ohio. Books sold in Toledo, 35 17 
do Tremainsville, Meth.Ch., 10 00 
do Lancaster, Bapt. do 6 50 
do do Lutherian do 5 30 
do  Greenfield,Presbyterian Ch., 16 50 
do do Meth. Ch., 2.59 
do do Free do 4 80 
do Ripley, Meth. do 13 30 
do do Citizens, 4 00 
$1 212 95 


Receipts into the Treasury of the Penn- 
sylvania S, F. Soc., for Dec. 


Rev. Geo. Hughes, Dist. Sec. 
Pres. Ch., Delaware City, to make 

Rev. J. Morton, L. M., 20 75 
Meth. Epis. Ch., Delaware City, 

(in part,) to make Rev. B. F. 

Price, L. M., 13 29 
Meth. Epis. Ch., St. George’s, 

Delaware, (in part,) 7 06 
Meth., Epis. Ch., Newark, Dela- 

ware, (in part,) tomake Rev. J. 

Aspril, L. M., 16 86 
Pres. Ch., do 10 38 
Meth. Epis. Ch., Long-a-coming, ~ 

N. J., 6 00 
Female Seminary, Newark, Dela- 

ware, by Miss Chamberlain, 

Principal, 5 00 
Meth. Hpis. Ch., Cedarville, N. J., 

(in part,) 16 78 
Meth. Epis. Ch., Smyrna, Dela-  , 

ware, (in part,) 43 33 
Pres. Ch., do do 1 50 

$140 95 


Whole amonnt, 


$3 329 43 


rs) 


February, 1858. 


No. 2. 


WHO CARES FOR THE SAILOR ? 


Who cares for Jack? We has no friend 
To sosthe his weary woe ; 

If tears are his, no heart is his 
On which those tears may flow. 

Who cares when pallid sickness bends 
On him its angry frown, 

Or when from the ship’s plank he sinks 
A thousand fathoms down. 


Who cares for Jack ?--his voyage done: 
The eager landlord cares, 

And to the utmost farthing strips 
The victim of his snares. 

Yea there are spoils along the deep, 
And ocean has its shoais ; 

But tbe dry land has more than these 
The hopeless wreck of souls ! 


Halloo! Halloo! the flag is up— 
Tis nailed unto the mast! 

Thank God! the sailor’s battered hulk 
Is near the Berner cast. 

Halloo! Halloo! a friendly port, 
From cruel landsharks free ! 

Now comrade, bear a hand and look 
The Sattor’s Homn’s for thee. 


Here thou shalt meet with noble hearts, 
A willing mess will share, 

And none to mock thy true attempt 
To seek thy God in prayer. 

Who cares for Jack? and who will not / 
When seas have passed away, 

His soul. with ransomed souls may shine 
A gem as bright as they. 


oe 


A GIFT FROM SAILORS, AND WHAT CAME 
: OF IT, 

Many years ago two sailors belonging 
to West Haven, Ct., gave their sister Miss 
K. as they were just departing for sea, a 
present of three or four dollars. She be- 


ing a benevolent lady carried the money 
to her pastor, Rev. Mr. Williston, request- 
ing him to apply it for furnishing those 
who were destitute with the preaching of 
the gospel. Shortly after Mr. W. men- 
tioned the occurrence to some ministerial 
brethren and after a little conversation 
they agreed to meet at his house and 
form an association for missiouary pur- 
poses. They did so and then organized 
the “Connecticut Missionary Society,” 
the first donation to which was the money 
which had been given by the sailors. 

This Society besides sending many 
missionaries to the new settlements of 
our country, was the mother directly of 
the American Home Missionary Society, 
and indirectly, of the American Board of 
Foreign Missions, the American Bible 
Society, and many others. That little 
gift of the sailor brothers, was thus a 
fountain, which under God’s blessing sent 
out a stream of benevolence that now 
fluws over the world. 


ee 


FRUIT FROM A SINGLE SERMON PREACHED 
BY A SEAMEN’S CHAPLAIN. 


Some years ago, a vessel which was 
blessed with a pious chaplain and was 
bound to a distant part of the world, hap- 
pened to be detained by contrary winds 
over a Sabbath at the Isle of Wight. The 
chaplain improved the opportunity to 
preach to the inhabitants. His text was, 
Be clothed with humility.” Among his 
hearers was a thoughtless girl who had 
come to show her fine dress, rather than 
to be instructed. The sermon was the 
means of her conversion. 

This girl was Elizabeth Wallbridge, the 
celebrated “ Dairyman’s ; Daucurer,’? 
whose interesting history, by Rev. Legh 
Richmond, has been printed in many 
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' languages, and lias been instrumental of 
the conversion of many hundreds of souls. 
What a reward this fora single sermon 
preached out of season by a seamen’s~ 
chaplain ! 


—___+2e————_—_ 


ENCOURAGEMENT FOR MOTHERS, 

Three young sailors have recently been 
brought to Christ at the Baptist Mariner’s 
Church in Cherry-street, and united with 
the church on profession’ of faith. One 
was a German, one Scotch, and one Eng- 
lish. Each had a pious mother in his na- 
tive land and had been religiously edu- 
cated, and now, after many years of wait- 
ing, the wanderers have been brought 
home to God. 

About two weeks since, these sailors 
attended the daily prayer meeting which 
is held at the Reformed Dutch Church in 
Fulton-street; and, one after another, 
they rose, and in simple but eloquent 
words spoke of their new-born hopes, and 
of their purpose to serve Christ, and re-. 
quested the christians in New York to 
pray for them, that they might be enabled 
to hold on their way. It was a moving 
appeal, and inany eyes of those present 
were dewy with tears. They sailed from 
» port that afternoon. 

Christian mother,—if you have a sa‘lor 
boy far away from you on the deep,— 
take courage. God heareth prayer. In 
some distant port, perhaps, he may meet 
the seamen’s chaplain, or christian friend, 
who will take him by the hand and lead 
him to Jesus. Pray on, in faith and hope, 
and you shall not pray in vain! 

-7@ 


CAN NOT AFFORD TO GIVE, 

A voluntary collector for one of the 
great benevolent interests of the day, 
called lately, in pursuance of his duty, 
upon a gentleman with whom he was ac- 
quainted, a business man,and a christian ; 
but who had hitherto excused himself 
from making liberal contributions, on the 
plea that he “ could not afford it.” “his 

lea from a man of undoubted wealth, 
tna probably seemed almost incredible 
to our friend the collector ; but as he now 
sat in view of the sumptuous suit of par- 
lors, awaiting the appearance of their 
proprietor, the truth flashed upon him, 
Hie felt that the plea had been sincere ; 
the explanation was before him. On the 
gentleman’s entrance, he mentioned the 
errand on which he had come, adding, 
“ But I see. sir, that you really cannot 
afford it, and I cannot think of present- 
ing any claims upon you. Such a scale 
of expenditure as I see indicated by 
everything around me, can indeed leave 
you little, if anything, to spare for the 


~ cause of Christ. 


I must look elsewhere 
for support to our operations. Good 
morning, sir!” The collector left but the 
arrow he had lodged did not. It was not 
long before the rich steward sought him, 
with acknowledgments for the cutting 
reproof, which had made a profound and 
abiding impression upon his conscience 
He had made up his mind that he cou/d 
afford to give, and could not afford to 
squander. He presented the coilector a 
check for $1,000, with the assurance that 
the style of his household should be no 
longer a scandal nor an encumbrance to 
his piety.—Examiner. 
“COME THIS WAY FATHER,” 

During a short visit to the sea-shore 
of Massachusetts, two years since with a 
party of friends, one bright afternoon 
we went down the harbor on a fishing 
excursion. After sailing about three 
miles, a young lady of the company de- 
clined going further, and requested us to 
land her on one of the small islands in 
the harbor, where she proposed to stay 
until our return. My little boy then 
about four years old preferred to remain 
with her. Accordingly we left them, and 
proceeded some six miles further. We 
remained out much longer than we in- 
tended, and as night approached, a thick 
fog set in from sea, entirely enshrouding 
us. Without compass, and not knowing 
the right direction to steer, we groped 
our way along for some hours, till finally 
we distinguished the breaking of the surf 
on one of the islands, but we were ata 
loss to know which of them. I stood up 
in the stern of the boat where I had been 
steering,and shouted with all my strength. 
I listened a moment, and then heard 
through the thick fog, and above the 
breaking of the surf, the sweet voice of 
my boy, calling “ Come this way, father ! 
Steer straight for me—I’m here waiting 
for you !” 

We steered by that sound, and soon 
my little boy leaped into my arms, with 
joy, exclaiming——-“I knew you would 
hear me father!” and nestled to sleep in 
my bosom. The child and the maiden 
are both sleeping now. 

Now tossed on the rough sea of life, 
without guide or compass, enveloped 
in the fog, and surrounded by rocks, I 
seem to hear the sound of that cherub 
voice calling from the heavenly shore, 
“Come this way, father! Stcer straight 
for me!” When oppressed with sadness, 
I take my way to our quiet cemetery ; 
and as I stand by one little mound, the 
same musical voice echoes from thence— 
“Come this way, father! I’m waiting for 
you!” 
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RESPONSIBILITY OF SAILORS, 


SIX HUNDRED AND FORTY MILLIONS OF DOL- 
Lars! 

This is what the exports and imports 
of the U. States amount to in a single 
year. That is, the value of the goods 
sold and carried out of the country, (ex- 
ports) and of those which are purchased 
abroad and brought here (imports) near- 
ly equals this amount. All this property 
is transported in ships, and is committed 
of course to the care of sailors. 

TWO HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN THOUSAND 

Lives! 

This is the number of passengers which 
came to the U. States, from foreign coun- 
tries during the year 1857. What was 
the number of those who departed from 
the conntry during the same time we can 
not precisely say. It is safe to assume 
that both together equalled 250.000,—a 
QUARTER OF A MILLION! These, too, dur- 
ing the voyage were in the care of sail- 
ors. 


What other men in the world have com- 
mitted to them such a responsibility as 
this? Our picture shows a young sailor 
standing by a large pile of goods ready 
for shipment. He looks as if very se- 
riously thinking of that responsibility.— 
It is enough to make him serious, if he 
has any proper realization of it. 

When the cargo is on board and the 
vessel sets sail for her destination, then 
the responsibility of the sailor begins.—— 
Not a moment will pass,—night or day, 
till he reaches port, when it will not rest 
upon him. He must work to keep the 
vessel and all its fixtures trim and in 
order. He must work to steer it in its 
course, and to keep the sails properly set. 


He must look out for storms and acci- 
dents. If the weather be bad and the 
sea rough he must expose himself to wet, 
and cold, and fatigue. Je must go up 
into the rigging where it blows so that 
he can hardly face the wind and the ship 
pitches and rolls as if it would shake him 
off, and the great sails flap around him, 
and the ropes whistle in the gale,—up he 
must go, holding on as well as he can, and 
he must pull, and tug, and strain every 
muscle to make aN fast and enable the 
vessel to ride through the danger. If 
wet and weary he is at Jeneth permitted 
to “ turn in” for a few hours s!cep, it is 
at best but a comfortless berth, and 
perhaps-as he begins to get warm,.and is 
just ready to go off in a dose, whack! 
whack! comes. a rap on the hatches over 
his head and the cry is heard *‘ all hands 
upon deck.” O how little do our young 
readers who sleep all night so sweetly in 
their snug warm beds, know or think of 
the terrors of a dark stormy night, in a 
frail vessel at sea! 

Howimportant is it then that our sail- 
ors be trustworthy men! If they are in- 
competent, or careless, or fur any reason 
fail of their duty even for a moment, the 
vessel and its cargo, and all the precious 
lives on board may perish in an instant. 
During the lost year TWENTY-Two MIL- 
LIONS OF DOLLARS were lost to our com- 
merce by disasters at sea. How much 
of this loss was unavoidable by any hu- 
man skill or power no one knows. But 
it is safe to say that many millions of it, 
and many hundred lives which also per- 
ished might have been saved if the sail- 
ors who manned the vessels had all 
been sober, intelligent, and trusty men. 

How much are we indedted to sailors 
for their services in caring for the pro- 
perty and lives which are entrusted to 
them on the ocean! The comforts and 
luxuries which they bring come to us at 
a heavy expense to them; a sacrifice of 
almost all that makes life pleasant and 
not unfrequently of life itself. 

Let us then think of the sailor of his 
responsibilities, his heardships, his perils 
Let us show that we have sympathy for 
him. Let us try to do him good,—thus 
making more trustworthy in the great 
work committed to him, and repaying 
him in some slight degree for all his sac- 
rifices and toils for us. 
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THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SCCIETY, 


80 WALL STREET, NEW YORK. 


Rev. H. Loomis, 


Secretaries, 
Rev. I. P. Warren, { 
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OCEAN GRAVE. C. M. 


mid the 


2. He loved his own bright, deep blue sea, 


1. Not in the church-yard shall he sleep, <A- 


O’er it 


si.- lent gloom, His 
he Joved to roam; And 
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home was on — mighty deep, 4 Be e shall oe his tomb, And ine shall be ex ee 
now his Wer fe eo shall be That same bright ocean’s foam,That same, de. 
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4, For him, break not the grassy turf, 


8. No village bell shall toll for him 
Nor turn the dewy sod; 


Its mournful, solemn dirge ; 
The winds shall chant a requiem His dust shall rest beneath the surf, 
His spirit with its God. 


To him beneath the surge. 
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HOMEWARD BOUND. 
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We re homeward 


Ouf on an a - cean all bound-less we ride, 
We’re homeward 


Tossed on the waves of a rough, rest-less tice, 


p. 0. Pro-mise of which on us each he bestowed; We’re homeward 
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{ Far from the safe, qui - et we ake we 


° Cael : 
bound, homeward bound; 
bound, homeward bound; 


rode, 
bound, homeward bound. 


{ Seek-ing our Fa-ther’s ce - les - tial a - bode, 


Ores ee as =f e fee pease 5 Sens sa! ae 
— frat p pale C— i} Se = a =f 
2, 3. 


Wildly the storm sweeps us on as it roars; 
We’re homeward bound, &e. 

Look! yonder lie the bright “heavy enly shores; 
We’re homeward bound, &e. 

Steady, O Pilot! stand firm at the wheel; 

Steady! we soon shall outweather the gale; 

O how we fly neath the loud creaking gail! 
We’re homeward bound, &e. 


Into the harbor of heaven now we glide; 
We’re home at last, home at last; 
Softly we drift on its bright silver tide; ; 
We’re home at last, home at last. 
Glory to God! all our dangers are o’er; 
We stand secure on the glorified shore; 
Glory to God! we will shout evermore, 
We’re home at last, home at last! 


